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TO. THE 


READER 
P 
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HE Author of this Treatiſe not 


pelld to fs "7h that Defeft by another Hand, 

get with all the care poſſibly to reach the Air, 

axd Stile of the Author, which is ..of that 
4 neatneſs and facility as muſt needs recom- 
mend it (were there nothivg elſe conſiderable) 
fo the taſte of ſuch an Age as this. The Mes 
thod being obviow and eaſy, the Notions 
bold and intelligible, aad the Whole through- 


out atted with ſuch a Spirit of Life and Vis * 


Lour, 4s certainly can never fail of accepta- 


| | tion with the truly Learned and Ingeni- © 


; Offs, 


Wy i. 


Aa. ths 
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having leiſure to finiſh this Piece þ. 
as he intended; being call d aſide © 


pou unavoidable Reaſons, we have been coms - 
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To the Reader. ” 
Under ſuch Prejudices do we libouy; 
WF * and our conceptions of Things are for the 
= moſt part ſo irregulir and monſtrous, that 
but to attempt our Delivery, and [ct us"fpte 
from the flaviſh Power of Cuſtom and Educa 
. "tion, wherewith we are [o'miſerably involu'd, 
merits no {mall Commendation, tho the 
A. Succeſs be unanſs werable to the Undertaking : 
*V But to clea# our dindſight; to takfithe Film 
from our. Eyes, and place 'us in the open Sun- 
ſhine of Reaſon, and true Judgment ; to 
acquaint us with the prerogative of our own 
' Underſtandings, and the due liberty' amd 
| freedom of uſing them, 35 an Atchievernent | A 
that exatts the higheſt Applanſe and Gras 

WW zitude from the better and uobler part of | 
Þ\/ Mankind. 
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H'reby we are enabled to nitke a 4rut\| 
Eftimate of things, 10" diveſt them from alli | 
| theſe foraign and ſpaciovs Accoutremenryy! 
with which Error and Miſtake have tloaths | 
ed thecn. We ſhall then ſee things in their. 
own. native and-naked Forms, and be ' able 
70 reduce them to their true, and imtrinfick' |. 
Worth and Value. We 
| The greateſt and moſt univerſal iſchief, 
bk Mankind ſuffers under,.1s the. Delnſton of- 4 
k falſe and unredifyed Imagination. This 1s, 
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ap Exror, ip the firff ConcoCttion, ' 411d 
Þ gives 4 Tindture 70 all our Tudgments, and." 
ff « Bials, 40 all the - Atians of our Lives : 7 
The vary Ground and Cauſe of all our Miſe 
ages. We deriue falſe Conceptions from 
aur: Cradles, and ſuck it in with our Mo- 
thers Milk. Our Nurles,. &c. deſtroy us 


he Wl in\aur- very Infancy with their Taitle and. i 
g: © npertivence, which root themſelves ſo de 6 
199) ly 473 Our Fancies, that we can hardly, fe 


a ver, di[engage our ſelves from them all our 
to Life after. Hence me coptratt s habit of 
»n | Laxzineſs, and become - fitly diſpoſed to take 
vel Nl things upon Truſt and Reputation, to ſave - 
at ||| the Charge of a little Examination, aud Sta- 
as \ dy.: The Spring and Riſe of all our late 
of |} Repentance, aud Vexation. 

| ow the Buſineſs of this Author, is to. 
us|} Inferud# us bow to become our own Maſters, 
elf | <hd io make uſe of thoſe Faculties our Crea- 

vt [eor: hath eudued us with, to thoſe Ends aud 
bs! | Purpoſes for which they were intended. 
F he Reader upox the firſt View will find 
hs, | this Treatiſe to be an imitation of that exqui- 
6 þ fire Piece of Dr. Brown, call'd Religio 
Medici, havever without the leaſt Preſumpti- 
WW of reaching ſo brave an Original, tho not 
Tithout the hopes of very nearly Relembling 


bins 


Lai > the Reader. 
> hins in ſome of his Nobleſt Flights and Ex- 
' cellencies. 
F The Principal Subjet# of the whole 5s 
| purely diſputable, as being for the moſt parti 
matter of Opinion, wherein it has ever beews 
\.* Lawfal to take which fide we pleaſe : 
Feizbo he ſometimes ventures upon Myſteries| 
W# of an higher nature,” yet he hopes tis done 
» with that Reverence and T enderneſs, as may. 
render him kt- leaſt excuſable in that behalf. 
For notwithſtanding, the Expreſſion may 4 
; pear Dogmartical, the Deſign is wholly an El- 
ſay and Experiment, and not to be taken 
> for an Arbitrary and Decilive Sentence of 
thoſe Matters. 
I ſhall foreſtall the Readers impatience 
'. with no longer Harangue, not in the leaſt 
doubting, but upon th: firſt reading, his con- 
ſent to, and Approbation of this Treatiſe, 
will be « ſufficient Juſtification of the Aus | 
thor,” aud his Attempt. 1 
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ff HOUGH Trades ( as well as 
wm Nations ) haye Scandals faftn'd up- 
on them in the Lump, yet "there 

are ſome in all Profeſſtons to whom 


'Khe abuſive Character is not due. Bookſellers 

yn the Groſs are-raken for. no berter than a's "= 
_—_— 0 thanks to 94 
Þur few Kindzed among the Stars, 'tis only by, wo | 


dic'd men ) yet among them there is a Re} 
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Kr; men _ are no Strangers to Relig 
$nd Hoxeſty, I, that am'one of that Calling, 
gm to Title of a Chriſtian, 
ithe er am [albar expole wy Morals, 
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b* 2 Religio Bibliopol. 

; I have no reaſon to tax my Education, © 

- blame thoſe who had the Care of my Juveni 

Peart My Tutors were Learned and Orthe 
dox, and made it their Buſineſs to form 

Aind, and ſquare my Soul by the beſt Precept: 

pureſt Examples. Yet when I arrived at 

ears of maturer Judgment ; I found” occafio 

to prune my ſelf, and lop off many Excreſcen 

cies; to wipe out the early Impreſſions of m 
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*F16.90>Sg/024/a1 inc Diviniey to: fey, That 
Prince « Reece; ;16) the; Lord: of. Hoiks, '; Th 
| Church Militant 1s Is Army compoled of man 
ove [ | {4 OT 
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. . Retligio Bibliopole. 32 
Battalions, in. different Po#s, and under vari- + 
ous Orders So long as they all ſerve the great 
NY Captain of our Salvation, and practife well the 
Diſcipline of their Arms, I refuſe not to give 
"I the word of Peace to any, let him be of what 
= Company or Troop {oever. The variety which 
ons we behold in the Univerſe is not its deformity, 
NY but ics beauty. As the Eye is more raviſhe with 
DYE 2 Landskip which invites it wich the grateful 
Þ | interpoſitions of Hills and Vallies, Woods and 
NO champian Grounds, than if it were let out to 
the loſe it ſelf in the Uniformity of a waſte Horizon 
or empty Proſpect. So is the truly piows Soul more 
ſarpriz'd with the Glory of the Chriſtian Re- 
| ligion when various apprehenſions agree in the 
Oy fame /ub#tantial Holineſs, ( one Star differing ? 
aro from anoth:r in Gls2y,) yer all (ſhyning with a - 
light borrow'd from the fame Founrram. And £ 
doubtleſs he is the Man who is moſt likely to be 
a Member of the Church Triumphant, who cor- 
dially embraces with the extended Arms of 
ood-will, who ever are dignifi'd with the 
St image of Piety, tho' not diſtinguilh'd with his 
7 OWN Superſcription. 
I profeſs'my ſelf an impartial Lover of all : 
_ and do preſume every man to be -: 
good cill T find him otherwiſe. I haves little 
vY "Zeal about chings that are manifeſtly indifferent, 
F' © either pro or cor ) as any man in the World, 
for*tisa Principle I receiv'd from my Education, 
thac the real differences of good and intelligent 
People are not ſo wide as ſeem, and that-; 
through prejudice aud —_ they do many... 
"mY | 2, «4 LC 
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F 4 Religio  Bibliopolt. 
times conteſt .about words, whilſt they do 
heartily think the ſame thing. 

/ I am not fond of the Names which, diſtin-. 

» gurl one Party from another in the, Church, 

eſteem not a man the better for being regi- 
mented in this Communion, rather than in that. 
And for ought I know in the Camp of God, a 
Keformade may be as acceptable, as in thoſe of 
Men. However a Mutineer in either is odious, 
and to raiſe Fat#tjons about Religion, 1s to adore 
AM arsinſtead of Chrii#, and tocommence a War 
for the ſake of Peace. I cannot approve of their 
bitter Zeal, who, if they cannot call down 
Fire from Heaven, will kindle it on the Earth 
againſt all that think not as they do- He is an 
11] Diſputant for Chriſtianity, who uſes no 
other Topicks than Gun-powder and Steel. 
The £ogick of Mahomet becomes not a Diſciple, of 
Feſws 3; and I ſhould make but an Hypocritical 
Convert, were I to be Dragoon'd into Religion 
by the Domineering Arguments of Boored 

/ Apo3tles. 

; To. perſwade to Conformity by Priſons and Y 
Confiſcations, is in my apprehenſ10n ſomething 
like demonſtrating a propoſition in Exclid, or 
apologizing by a Beetle and Wedges and I cor 
ceive they will equally produce their Effects ; 
when any Hathematitian thall do the one, theF 
peat Court may perform the other. WeT. 

few edified by a Dungeon, or inſtructed 
by the ſpoiling of their goods. Force hath 
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- -lictle power on Souls as a Chirurgions Kni <| 
# on the Underſtanding and Aﬀections of mer 
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Religio Bibliopole. 5 
Remedies muſt have ſome Analogy with the Sick 
and their Diſeaſes. - 'Tis found Reaſon ( which 
is of our Eſſence and Conſtitution) witch ſome 
little intermixtures of Kindneſs and Love, 
that muſt make men Prolelytes to the Church 
of England, or nothing. 

The uſe I make of this Variety in Religions 
is far different : Truth 1s Flomogeneous, and at- 
trads to it ſelf all that is of its own Marure, 
whereſoever diſpers'd or ſeparated, rejecting 
the reſt as not pertaining to it. Thus I over- 
looking the Errors and Makes of thoſe who 
difter from me, at the ſame time embrace 
their Orthodox Tenets, and ſhunning their 
Vices, I-imitate their Yertues. This is to take 

hings by the right handle, and like the Bee 
to ſuck Honey out of every Weed. It is of 
the Nature of the Sur, who has commerce 

ith many Pollutions, yet remains himſelf 
defiled. 

I abhor that mercenary Courſe of joyning, 
my ſelf with any Party of Chriftians that is 
; oft, to abet the prevailing Fa#io, and 

ert the Opinions moſt in Faſhion. This is * 
o be a Weather-cock 'in Religion, pliable to 
>very freſh Gale of Inreref#. Neither on the 

"ther fide do I think it good Manners or Pru- 
he (ence to affront the Religion of the Stare, 
«20 by a ſawcy Impertinence condemn thoſe 
ed rho -worſbip God in the manner preſcrib'd 
«Wy. the Laws of the Land. In my Travels [ 
earn d this Moderation, and he that knows 
| ne. mate in, is nor fie. tp iro 
« "oc, $1 EM 3 — 
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"6 Religio \Bibliopole. 

of his \Chimny Corner. Religion does not 
authorize Rudeneſs, neither is Arrogance Com- 
patible with Devorion. It is difhcule.to find 
a Company of four or five men together, where: 
there is not at leaſt a Triumvirate of Religions, 
and he that will ſet up for a Di&tator amon 
them, ſhall have all their Forces unite 
againſt himſelf. 

I do not value any mans Religion by his 
ſtarch'd looks or ſupercilions Gravity, I hate 
to put on an unſociable Face, or ſcrew my 
ſelf into an ill-humour'd Riddle ; I do not 
angle for the Charatter of a Saint, by magi- 
ſerially declaiming againſt the /mmocexr Diver 
tiſements of Humane Life, and ranking thing: 
indifferent among the greateſt Crimes. Above 
all I cannot approve of thoſe whos are prone 
to faſten Gods. Fudgments on particular Occ 
frons, as if they alone cou'd unlock the Se 
crets of the Almighty, and were the Privy 

/ Counſellors of Heaven. No mans misforrund 
thall eſcape their } Cen{nre, but forgetti 
what our Saviour ſaid of thoſe on "whe 
the Tower of $S:loam fell, they condemn all] 
alike; and preſume to diſtribute the Div; 
Fuitice by their own falle Weights and Me 

y ſures. - I am in Love with that Saying « 

/* Platos, There is no Envy in the Deity. '£ 

| redly that Immenſe Ocean of Goodneſs nt 

© yer. ceaſes to thow'r down his Favours' at 
Bleſſings on all that are capable of receivit 
them, and he is not partial to any of 
Creatures, Like ' the Sw: he imparts his 'Þb 
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| Retigio Bibliopol e. Pup ", 


fence: to all the World, and if anypd. hoyce 


not-inhis-Beams, the Cloud that hindlgs rhem 
is of 'their own raiſing, Thoſe men will 
hardly profelite me, who dreſs the Deity 
in 2 frightful Figure, and then wou'd per- 
ſwade the World *tis his Eſſential Complexion. 
While they exclaim againſt Piftures and [ma- 
ges, they themſelves commit /dolatry : They 
{er up an infinite Tyrant, moroſe, arbitrary 
and cruel; inſtead of - che Original, Incteared 
Beauty #nd- Goodneſs, worthiping the” /do! of 
their own Imagination, inſtead of the Indul- 
gent Father of all things. 

I do not take Prayer to conliſt in bab- 
ling o're the devouteſt Coles and Oraiſois of 
the Church ' without a due Application of 
Spirit. This is the Sacrifice: of Fools,” wich- 
out Salt or Fire; and therefore muſt needs 
be unſavory to God. The bended Knee, ſub- 
miſs Looks, and even a Body proſtrate to the 


' Ground, unleſs accompanied with a proporti- 


onate Fervour and Humiliry of the Soul, are 
bur” Religious Compliments, and a' Pious Ban- 
ter. Such Mock-Addreſftes, I -doubr, are not 
graciouſly receiv'd in the Court of Heaven. 

An equal diſlike 1 have for thoſe who of- 
fer up ſtrange and unhallowed Flames ; burn- 
ing Incenſe, whoſe Compoſition is not war- 
rantable z who hold not faſt the Form 'of 
ſound Words, but giving-the Reins co-th 
Tongue, \{uffer 'it to commit a thon Iq- 
decencies in the Hearing of Him who made + 
the Ear. Theſe, as pens the RY 4 
$2 " 4 wy 41 1 g 
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4&5 . wet Relig ; $111 8710116 . 
guiltys *, Crimen leſe Majeftatis 5 while they 
affrorikygſceven with Tawologies and vain Re- 
petitions, The one through | AP ond. the 
, other through Preſumption. This bringing 
Form without Matter, That offering Matter 
wichout Form; and Both wanting the Spiri: and 
Life of ſincere Devotion. Yet I neither cenſure 
ſuch as uſe an allowable Form, provided it be 
accompanied with attentive Devotion : and 
leſs thole who addreſs themſelves to Heaven in 
words of their own cbooſing, provided, 4t be ſea- 
EB fon'd with Diſcretion and a modeſt. Sobrie- 
” " ty of Spirit. For when a man fitly qualifi- 
ed, endued with Learning too, and above 
that, avozn'd with a go'd Life, breaks out 
Into a warm and well deliver'd Prayer be- 
fore his Sermon, it hath the appearance of 
a Divine Rapture, he raiſeth and leadeth 
the Hearts of the Aſſembly in another man- 
ner than the moſt compos'd or beſt ſtudied 
Form of words can ever do : And the Ptay- 
wees who ſerve up all the Sermon with 
the ſame garniſhing, would look like ſo; ma-: 
ny Statues, or Men of Straw in the Pugs, 
compar'd with thoſe who ſpeak .with ſuch 
2 powerful Zeal, that men are tempted at 
the moment to believe Heaven it {fclf hath 
directed their words to them. | 
/ - On the other fide, I think not that to be 
the only Authentick Prayer, which is attend- 
'ed with Senſual Raptures, and . melting En- 
 certainments : This is but the Smoke of Paſs. 
fox, and ſoon vaniſhes; a mere Vapour or. 
9h Eba: 
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bullition, a pleaſing warmth of good INa- 


cy 

Re- Wwrelyand frequently the proper Reſult of a 
he > 2gU1 Complexion. 
ng Prayer is the Exaltation of the Soul, the 
ter WF light of a Sublimated Spirit : It makgs Man 
nd Angel pro Tempore, while his abſtrated 


ind takes the Wing, and ſoars aloft, hover« 
be Wrg on the Borders of Paradiſe. He then 
nd Wreaths immortal Airs, burns like a Serapbian, 
in ſnd flames out with Holy and defecate Fires, 
ea- Whe the moſt extaſid Orders of the Celeſtial 
"4 ourt. | . 
i- MW For my own part, I can Pray Kneeling, 
ve Wcanding, or Sitting ; either at my Baſinets 
ue Wr ac_my Repaſt ; with or without Words 
e- Wd Ceremonies. And this I take to be the 
of Bnly Method of complying with St. Paul's 
th Founſel, when he bids us Pray without 
n-. Fealing. A ſwift and Pious Ejacalation ma- 
ed By Times does the Office of a multitude of 
iw- Fords ( tho' the moſt appolite and eleganc 
th Þ Humane Language ) fince God underſtands 
12-. he Dial/c# of the Heart as well as that of 
it, PE Tongue, being the Archite& of both. 
ch he Poſture which Pythagoras enjoyn'd his 
at Diſciples, when” they appeared before the 
th Fods, was not without a Myſtery. He bid 
em hold their Tongues revers'd ; intima- 


be Wg thereby that they ſhould obſerve a de-. 


d- Pur Silence in ſuch Tremendous Compan L 
n- Þd, utter, no Words which were not. dipt 
the Heart. And I could wiſh the Advice 
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Solmon, inſtead of a Noſce Teipſum, were * 
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Religio 'Bibliopole. 
times conteſt .about - words, whilſt they do 
heartily think the ſame thing. 


aiſh one Party from another in the, Church. 

eſteem not a man the better tor being regi- 
mented in this Communion, rather than in that. 
And for ought I know in the Camp of God, a 
Reformade may be as acceptable, as in thoſe of 
Men. However a Mutineer in either is odious, 
and to raiſe Fattjms about Religion, is to adore 
AMars inſtead of Chrii#, and tocommence a War 
for the ſake of Peace. I cannot approve of their 
bitter Zea/, who, if they cannot call down 
Fire from Heaven, will kindle it on the Earth 
againſt all that think not as they do- He is an 
111 Diſputane for Chriſtianity, .who uſes no 
other Topicks than Gun-powder and Steel. 
The E£ogick of Mahomet becomes not a Diſciple, of 
Feſxs 3 and I ſhould make but an Hypocritical 
Convert, were I to be Dragoon'd into Religion 
by the. Domineering Arguments of ZBooted 


To per{wade to Conformity by Priſons and 
Confiſcations, is in my apprehenſ10n ſomething 
like demonſtrating a propoſition in Exctid, © 
apologizing by a Beetle and Wedges I colt 
ceive they will equally produce their Effects ; 
when any Mathematitian ſhall do the one, the 
pepeat Court may perform the other. Wer 

nd few edified by a Dungeon, or inftrucedF” 
by the ſpoiling of their goods. Force hath as 
lictle power on Souls as a Chirurgions Knitef 

erſtanding and Aﬀections of men 
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Religio Bibliopole. T 
Remedies muſt have ſome Analogy with the Sick © 
and their Diſeaſes. Tis found Reaſon ( which 
is of our Eſſence and Conſtitution) with ſome 
little ivtermixtures of Kindneſs and Love, 
that muſt make men Prolelytes to the Church 
of England, or nothing. 

".S TheuſelI make of this Variety in Religions 
of is far different : Truth is Homogeneous, and at- 
tracts to it ſelf all chat is of its own MNarare, 
whereſoever diſpers'd or ſeparated, rejecting 
the reſt as not pertaining to it. Thus I over- 
ooking the Errors and Makes of thoſe who 
differ from me, at the ſame time embrace 
eir Orthodox Tenets, and ſhunning their 
Vices, I -imitate their Yertues. This is to take 
hings by the right handle, and like the Bee 
to ſuck Honey out of every Weed. It is of 
” the Nature of the Swr, who has commerce 
ith many Pollutions, yet remains himſelf 


cal Rundefiled. © 
oy I abhor that mercenary Courſe of joyning, 


y ſelf with any Party of Chriftians that is 
oſt, to abet the prevailing Fa&#ion; and 
ert the Opinions moſt in Faſhion. This is * 
0 be a Weather-cock 'in Religion, pliable to 
*&very freſh Gale of Intere#. Neither on the 
'Þther ſide do I think it good Manners .or Pru- 
dence to. affront the Religion of the Stare, 
ind by a ſawcy Impertinence condemn thoſe 
ho- worſhip God in the manner preſcrib'd 
by. the Laws of the Land. In my Travels [ 
SRepcarnd this . 2ſoderation, and* he that knows }; 
®Y. 0 made © not fit 9 Rr 4 
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Xx; Religio -Bibliopole. 

of his Chimny Corner. Religios does noth | 
authorize Rudeneſs, neither is Arrogance Comel + 
patible with Devorion. It is difhculc.to find} | 
a Company of four or five men together, w | 
there is not at leaſt a Triumvirate of Religions 
and he that will ſet up for a Di#ator among 
them, ſhall have all their Forces united 
againſt himſelf. 

/ I do not value any mans Retigio® by high 
ſtarch'd looks or ſupercilious Gravity. I hate 
to put on an unſociable Face, or ſcrew my 
ſelf into an ill-humour'd Riddle ; I do not 
angle for the Charatter of a Saint, by mag 
ſerially declaiming againſt the /mmocexr Diver 
tiſements of Humane Life, and ranking things 
indifferent among the greateſt Crimes. Above 
all I cannot approve of thoſe who» are prone 
to faſten Gods. Judgments on particular Occ 
frons, as if they alone cou'd unlock the Se 
crets of the Almighty, and were the Pri 

/ Counſellors of Heaven. No mans misformun 
thall eſcape their } Cenſnre, but forgettin 
what our Saviour ſaid of thoſe on "who 
the Tower of 5S:/oam fell, they condemn all} 
alike; and preſume to diſtribute the Divi 
Fuitice by their own falle Weights and Me 

y ſures. I am mn Love with that Saying « 

/ Plato; _ There is no Envy in the Deity: | 

| redly that Immenſe Ocean of Goodneſs ne 

-* yee-ceaſes to ſhow'r down his Favours: ang 
Bleflings on all chat are capable of rece 
them, and he is not partial to - any of*h 
Creatures, Like ' the Sw he imparts his Int 
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fluence" to all the World, and if arh Woyce 
notlintis-Beams, the Cloxd that hin them 
is of their own raiſmg, Thoſe mth will 
hardly profelite me; who dreſs the Deity 
in 2 frightful Figure, and then wowd per- 
ſwade the World *tis his Eſenial Complexion. 
While they exclaim againſt Pifnres arid [ma- 
| gs, they themſelves commit /dvlatry ; They * 
his fer up an' infinite Tyrant, morole, arbitrary 
nate} and cruel; inſtead of - che Original, Incteated 
my Beauty #nd Goodneſs, wor(hiping the'"/do! of 
not their own Imagination, inſtead of the Indul- 
ag gent Father of all things. = 
ver I do not take Prayer to confift in bab- 
ing ling o're the devouteſt Coles and Oraiſors of 
ovegl the Church ' without a due Application of 
one Spirie. This is the Sacrifice: of Fools, wich- 
ccaf out Salt or Fires and therefore maſt needs 
Se# be unſavory to God. The bended Knee, ſub- 
yy miſs Looks, and even a Body proſtrate to the 
rn Ground, unleſs accompanied with a proporti- 
tin onate Fervour and Humility of the Soul, are 
on} but Religious Compliments, and a' Pious Ban- 
1 all} cer. Such Mock-Addreffes, I -doubr, are not 
vim} graciouſly receiv'd in the Court of Heaven. 
Ve An equal diſlike 1 have for thoſe who of- 
7 of fer up ſtrange and unhallowed Flames ; burn- 

W- ing Incenſe, whoſe Compoſition is not wWar- 
9” rantable z who hold not faſt the Form 'of 
an ſound Words, but giving-the Reins co thelr 
of Tongue, ſuffer it ro commit a thonſand Ins 
"= decencies in the Hearing of Him who made 
I the Ear. Theſe, as yrs Former, are * 
__ 4 
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zuileE Crimen loſe Majeftatis 3 while they 
It eaven with Tautologies and vain Re- 
ou The one through ſnadvertency, the 


+, other through Preſumption. This bringing 
». Form without Matter, That offering Matter 


Without Form; and Both wanting the Spirie and 
. Life of ſincere Devotion. Yet I neither cenſure 
ſuch as uſe an alowable Form, provided it be 
accompanied with attentive Devotion : and 
leſs thoſe who addreſs themſelves to Heaven in 
 -words of their own chooſing, provided, at. be ſea- 
ſon'd with Diſcretion and a modeſt. Sobrie- 
©, ty of Spirit. For when a man fitly qualifi- 
ed, endued with Learning too, and above 
that, adowwd with a god Life, breaks our 
into. a warm and well deliver'd Prayer be- 
fore his Sermon, it hath the appearance of 
2 Divine. Rapture, he raiſeth and leadeth 
the Hearts of the Aſſembly in another man- 
ner than the moſt compos'd or beſt ſtudied 
Form of words can ever do : And the P:ay- 
wees , who ſerve up all the Sermon with 
the fame garniſhing, would look like ſo: ma-- 
ny Statues, or Men of Straw in the Pulpir, | 
compar'd with thoſe who ſpeak . with ſuch 
2 powerful Zeal, that men are tempted at 
the moment to believe Heaven it ſelf hath 
direted their words to them. 

+ - On the other ſide, I think not that to be 
the only Authentick Prayer, which is attend- 
ed with Senſual Raptures, and nor En- 
certainments : This is bur che Smoke of Paſ+ 
Fox, and ſoon vaniſhes z a mere WE 
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_” Ne F106, Bibliopole. v 
Ebullition, a pleaſing warmth of good 1Vs- 
ruretziand frequently the proper Reſule of a 

guIine Complexion. 

Prayer is the Exaltation of the Soul, the 

light of a Sublimated Spirit : It makgs Man 

Angel pro Tempore, while hs abſtrafted 

nd takes the Wing, and ſoars aloft, hover- 
mg on the Borders of Paradiſe. He then 
breaths immortal Airs, burns like a Seraphian, 
nd flames out with Holy and defacate Fires, 
the the moſ> extaſid Orders of the Celeſtial 
ourt. 

For my own part, I can Pray Kneeling, 
Standing, or Sitting ; either at my Buſt 
r at_my Repaſt ; with or without Words 

nd Ceremonies. And this I take to be the 
dnly Method of complying with St. Paxl's 
ounſel, when he bids us Pray without 
ealing. A ſwift and Pious Ejaculation ma- 
y Tumes does the Office of a multitude of 
ords ( tho' the moſt appoſite and eleganc 

Humane Language ) fince God underſtands 

he Dialect of the Heart as well as that of 


me Tongre, being the Architect of both. 


The Poſture which Pythagoras enjoyn'd his 
Diſciples, when” they appeared before the 
ods, was not without a Myſtery. He bid 
em hold their Tongues revers'd 3 intima- 
ag thereby that they ſhould obſerve a de-. 
out Silence in ſuch Tremendous Company, 
ad, utter, no Words which were not. dipt 
1 the Heart. And I could wiſh the Advice 
Soldmon, inſtead of a Noſce Teipfum, were. 
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engraven on the Frontiſpiece of our Charches. 
« My Son, when thou entereſt the Houſe 0 
* God, let thy words be few, and be more 
« ready to hear, than to offer the Sacrifice 
>  * of Fools. In all this, I aim at. a Devorion 
& that is Maſculine and Solid ; Diſcreet and 
- Humble, Sincere and Modeſt ; full of Prim- 
tive Revorence, and the Fervor of the firſt 
Ages. 

In pour ſpeaking our very filent Necefli- 
ties are eloquent Prayers, and the wants which 
are hardeſt to be uttered, are ſuch a pre 
vailing Rhetorick, with God, as oft times bring 
down {wifter Relief from Heaven, than our 
londeſt Letanies. Even we our ſelves are 
more apt to diſpoſe of our 41lms to a dumb 
Perſon, who by being diſabled to make his 
Addreſs any other ways than by mure Signs 
does by that Pathetick kind of Complaint 
challenge our Charicy,than to the common Beg 
gars, who make a Trade of Haranguing Pec 
ple our of their Money. Indeed every In 
nocent Aion of our Lives is a Prayer: bt 
the more extraordinary Performances of Heþ 
roick Vertue, pierce the Clouds, ſtorm the 
Regions above, and © plunder Heaven 'it, fe 
( if I may fo ſpeak ) of its choiceſt Bleſſings. 

As to Publick, Prayer, I own there is 
* , Neceſlity of uling ſome Forms and Cerem 
{_- mesz and thoſe are the beſt which have th 
greateſt Efficacy to excite and regulate or 
| Devotion, Not too Pompous and” Theatri 
' cal, nor {lovenly and mean, bur 'fuch as þ 
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come the Houſe of God, and give it an ex- 
cernal Beauty not a mere Pageantry of Ho- 
lineſs. 

That Cuſtom of the Greek, and other Ea- 
ſtern Churches to {eparate the Men from” the 
Women in the Publick aflembly, ſeems to 
have ſomething of Antiquiry for its Plea, 
tho' the diſuſe of it in theſe Weſftern Parts 
may make us think it 2 Singalarity. I en- 
vy not that Sex the Liberty of Worſhip- 
ing God, and being preſent at the Publick, 
Solemnitiesz, yet I grudge them a Priviledge- 
which is {o manifeſt an Impediment to our 


Devotion, as is their prating over the Pſalms, | g 
Reſponſes and other Portions ' of - the Common-" ? 


Prayer. ] cou'd ſtand beſide the faireſt of 
that Sex in the Church unmov'd. as Marble, 
their brighteſt Charms ſerving 'but as Foils 
to ſet off the incomparable Eminency of that 
Majeſty and Glory who is adored in that 
Place. But when I hear them break the 
Bounds of Female Modeſty, whoſe greateſt 
S Ornament is Silence ; when I hear their 
{ Tongues - running over the Prayers as loud, 

if not louder than the Men, either with a 
careleſs wantonneſs, or affected Gravity their 
Eyes divided betwixt an amorous Glance 
and a devout Ogle. This, I muſt confeſs, 
gives me Offence; 'ti« an Obſtacle to ppy De- 
votion, -and makes - ;e think the Grecitans are 


Place of the Charch to the Women, wh . 
caQ neither be ſeen or heard, And this 


not without Reaſon in aſſigning s pu 
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" - not ſeem uncourtly or auſtere, if we temem: 
ber that St. Pau! himſelf has ſaid, I permit 
not a Woman to ſpeak in th2 Church. Andi 
in another Place, Ler Women have Power 
on their Heads { that is, be covered or veil- 
ed ] becauſe of the Angels, or as ſome in- 
_ it, becauſe of the young men. 

'I with for a purer Reformation in the Church 
than we have hitherto ſeen ; yer I am not for 
tearing up Chriſtianity by the Roots. I could be 
glad to ſee the Houſeof God purged and cleans'd, 
the Building Repair'd and Beautified without 
Removing it from the Foundations. The Office 
of a Biſhop and 2 Presbyrer, to me, ſeems no 
other ways differenc'd than thus; I look 
upon a. Presbyter as a Parochial Biſhop, and a 


Biſhop as a Dioceſan Presbyter. Their Digni- 
ty equal in 2ualiry, tho' not in Quantiey 


The one has Power of adminiſtring the Sa- 
craments as well as the other: only for the 
fake 'of Order and good Government in the 
Church, one 1s invelted with a Furisdiftion 
and Superiority, of which the other. is as ca- 
pable, if dyely Elected to it. | 
I envy not the Biſbops or Ruling Presbyters, 
their Teroporal Honours and Riches, nei- 
ther wou'd I be a Leveller in the Church of 
God: Yetit were a defirable thing, if there 
./ were a more equal Diſtribution of Ecclefia- 
\ tical Benefices, chat the pooreſt - Preachin 
| © Preshyter. might have an Income that ſhould 
free Him from the Temptation of envying'a & 
Fourney-man Carter, and other inferior Trabs 
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ho many times can boaſt of a larger Stipend 

than forme of the Miniſtry. 

- Pluralities and Non-Refidents were never 
eard of in the Primitive Ages, and it is a 
zme there ſhould be ſo many fat Parſonages, 

ind yet ſo many lean Parſons, It is the Devil's 
arket where Church-Livings are bought and 

old, and ſuch Spirirual Huck/ters deſerve to be 
rhipt out of the Temple, 

I refuſe not to bow at the Name of Jeſwe, 
ret- cah give no Reaſon why I ſhould not as 
rel] bow at the Name of Joſhua, -they being 
doth one and the ſame in the Hebrew. And 
har Scripture, which is made to countenance 
his Ceremony, ſeems to me to ſpeak no more 

* Whan that in the Name of Chri# all addrefles 
hould be made to God the Father. For if it 
* Frere to be literally taken, why do they who 
0 receive it, bow the Head inſtead of the 
nee ? Beſides, I fee no Reaſon why I ſhou'd 
vt alſo bow at the Name of Meſſias, Chriſt, 
manuel, {1nce the Redeemer of the World is 
alled by all theſe Names? Nay, why ſhould 
ot I pay the ſame Reverence to all the Names 
f God in all Languages? eſpecially to that 
emendous Name Jehovah, which the Jews 

ink it unlawful to.utter ? *Tis true indeed, I 
zn comply with the Cuſtom of the Church in a 

ng not directly oppoſite to any poſitive Com- 

ad, but I proteſt at the ſame time, my wiſhes 
thar a Cuſtom acknowledg'd to be indiffe- 

Iteven by thoſe who moſt zealouſly plead for 

P#r aice, were rather diſus'd, than imposd 

3, AFL. on 


14 Religio Bibliopol. 
on men' of render Conſciences, fince it gives {e 
much Scandal, and has no Authority Aat 
of Tradition to back it. 
I am naturally a Lover of Muſick, and be 
lieve it has an efficacy in eompoſing or ruffling 
the Spirits, according to the . various kinds of 
' ir. Bur I had its moſt immediate Operatior 
+ $# on the Phaxcy, and ſenſual Aﬀeions, not 
on the Saperiour Faculties of the Soul. Anc 
therefore I {ce no uſe of it in the Church 
where we come not to pay Homage to Ge 
in the ſtrength of an exalced Imagination, or 
to preſent him with the Fir#-Fruits of out 
Paſſions, tho' never fo refin'd, but to offer 
up our ſelves a Living Sacrifice, which is our 
Rational Service, fince God is to be worthip'c 
in Spirit and Truth, and not with aiery Nori 
ons, and carnal Raptures: 
Tho' the Ear is a Member conſecrated to the 
Service of Religion {ince Faith comes by Hear 
ing, yet I cannot obſerve that my Faith is a 
any time encreas'd by the moſt Harmoniou 
Leffons on the Organ or other Inſtrument 
of Adzſick, uled in Divine Service. Neithe 
do I admire at the Country-man's Freak, w 
the firſt time he had ever been in a Cathedr: 
hearing the Organ ſtrike up, fell a dancing 
tho? he had been in a Muſck-bouſe, To pes 
freely, I know not why we may not praiſe G 
as y iN a Darxce as with Muſeck, (rn 
the Jews, from whom we borrow our 2 
s tor the latrer, did as uſually pra 
former ; chere being bur little uſe of tl" 
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one without the other. To me a Chapter in . ©? 
the "Bible is the beſt Xuſick in the World, 
and no: Melody like that of a good Serzmas 
where the Preacher like a skilful Artiſt recon- 
ciles the Diſcords of the Law and the Gofpet, 

A and berween the Emblems and Types of the 
one, and the Subſtantial Truths and Myſteries 
of the other ſtrikes up ſuch a grateful Harmony, 
3 far exceeds the beſt Conſort in the World, 
tho' it were as charming as Nebuchadnezzar's, 
a made up of the whole Family of 24«- 

S ſick. 
So] am a great Admirer of good Painting 

ll and Sculpture, yet can never find them Helps, 

$ bot Hinderances to my Devotion, fince it is 
impothble for the greateſt Maſter that ever 
ofels'd thoſe Arrs, to draw or carve to the 

ife, what was never expos'd to any of his 

J Sences, or to contrive a Figere of that which 
has no Reſemblance, the Invifible Divinity. 

4 Indeed a Man's own Phancy in ſuch. Caſes is 

J the beft Paincer; and if it be lawful to make 
& ule of any Piftures or [mages, *tis of (ach as our 
own Imagination frames : yet this is the way 
to become Anthropomorphices, and worthip God 
under. the Similitude of a Man, or to follow 
the _ Vanities and adore Him under the 

bk of a Beaſt, or fome other ſenſible Fi- 


Gall ge, fince all the Ideas of that Mimick Faculty, 
4 are: but che Tranſcripts. of External ObjeQts 
20 4riftorle's Maxim being truer of this than of 
:0 ths Incol4?, That there is nothing in ic which 
4 4 ww OC far(t in the Sence, The only 7 tO 
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have a true 7dea of God is to ſuppreſs the Ope. 
rations of this buſie Faculty, and by withdraw 
Ing into the moſt inward Receſs of the A4ind of 

- there as in a Mirroxr to contemplate that 1nfi I 

' "ire Eſſence, who is hid behind Himſelf (if © © 
may {o ſpeak ) and. cannot be diſcover'd' bu © 
by his Back-parts. , 

It is with Pleaſure that I behold Him in hi? 
Rays which ſhine in all his works, and he he he 
" caſt his ſhadow throughout the Univerſe, but T: 
ſhould be oppre(s'd with Glory, were I capable 
of fixing my Eyes on that Abyſs of Splendors © 
before which the moR- Illuſtrious Spirics inf92 

Heaven” cover their Faces, as if they were. 
aſham'd of their comparative Imperfe&ions,! 
and were not able to behold that Original and{Þs f 
Increated Parity without a Bluſh. 

I have no ambition to become an Eagle inf 
Divinity, :neither do I emulate the towringf** 
Flights of ſuch as pretend to extraordinary Re-ſ'0! 
velations, I had rather walk under the Piazza les 
of Gods Church, than on the Bartlements of the he 
Devils*Chappel, leſt my Head ſhould grow ide era 
dy with Enthuſiaſms, and I be blown oft from 
thoſe Heighths and Pinnacles with ſome wind nd 

of vain Do&rine. That Father of the Arrian 3 

e wasan /carms in Religion, he had lofty E 

Thoughts and ſoaring Speculations, but he?! 7 

flew without a Guide, he forſook the Path of F< 

his Mother the Church, his Wings melted, and E*<- 

he had a terrible Fai, which at once bereft {j*** 

him of his Life, and ( tis to be feard ) of bis Fn 
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- IT take great Pleaſure ſometimes to find my 

ſelf entangled in Difficulties and Dangers, out 
of which 1 have no Skil to extricate my ſelf, - 

I never think my (elf ſafer than in fuch a Z@4- 
byrinth of thwarting Events, as no Clze of my 
own Reaſon or Experience can lead me our. 
*Tis then I can be chearful and criumph, know- 
ing my Deliverance is near at hand- And 
herein lies the quinreſſence of my Comfort, thar 
T am thus particularly, and demonſiratively a{- 
a {urd of the Divine Favour and Protettion, {ince 
nothing below a Miracle of Providence could 
untie {0 knotty a juncture of Misfortunes. 

Were all the Paſſages of my Life publiſh'd, 
it wou'd be taken for more than a Romance, It 
Wis ſo full of. Adventures which ſurpaſs the ſto- 
res of Gyants, Mon#ters, Enchanted Caſtles, and 
he whole Syſtem of Knight Erramry, Such 
range and unexpected Eſcapes as I have made 
rom the very Jaws of Ueath, exceed the Fa- 
ples of Poers. And had I no other Reafon bur 
effbe Remembrance of my own Perils and Deli- 

erances, it were more than enough to convince 

Me of an unerring Eye that watches over Man- 
ind. This makes me cheartul and eafie ia all 
zumane Circumſtances, and reconciles me ro 
he Sroicks. I look on all things to be govern'd 
dy a fix'd Law and Eternal Deſtiny 3 and there- 
pre cou'd quietly fit down with George Withers, 
ad ſay, Nec habeo, nec careo, nec cxro. I con- 
der my ſelf as a Part of the Univerſe, and 
is $oerefore am never troubl'd at any thing which 

Pappens to me, fince_it comes not. to pals 
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without the Knowledge and Will of him whe 
inal! his Diſpenfations has Regard to the Gor 
of the Whote 5 from which I am not excluded 
as'a Member, and therefore muſt needs parth 
"-cipate 'of the Common Benefit, even when 
think I ſuffer Damage. I am not peeviſh at 
Calumny, nor waſpiſh at a loſs. When an 
one does me an Injury, I take a fingular Ple: 
fare in forgiving him. There is ſuch a Noble 
Pride attends this generous Congreſt of an En 
my, as far ſurpaſſes the celebrated ſweetneſs © 
Revenge. I -hate to gratihe my Paſſion the com 
mon way; and” becaule he has afted the part © 
an 11] Man, I muſt do fo too or worſe, by gi 
ving ſcope to my Rage, and executing the { 
vereft Dictates of my Fury. He is buta 7 
ker in Moaliry, who to repair one Breach 
makes another. and perhaps wider than the 
firſt. . Beſides, 'tis the moſt profitable kind © 
Revenge, when I turn a Wrong to an Advantage 
by cancelling it : fince thereby I make a Frien 
of an Enemy, and if he have but the lea 
Spark of Gratirude and Yertne, my Benigni 


makes him not only bluſh at his Offence, buf: 


purs him upon ſome ingenuous ſtudy how t@ 
make me amends. 

Hath any wrong'd thee ? ( ſays * Quarls) þ 
bravely reveng'd, flight it, an 
the work's begun, forgive it an 
*tis finiſh'd. He i below bimel 
that 1s not above an Injury. 

If rhy. Brother hath privately offended thee 
reprove him privately, and 'haying loſt h 
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ſelf in an Injury, thou thait find him in thy 
forgiveneſs. He that rebukes a private fault 
openly ſordidly, betrays it rather than reproves it. 
The true way to advance anothers Vertue 
1s to follow it, and tie beſt means to cry 
down anothers Vice is to decline it. 

Have any woxnded thee with Slanders? meet 
them with Patience, haſty words ranckle the 
wound, ſoft Language dreflcs ir, forgivene(s 
cures it, oblivion takes away rhe Scar. Ir 'is 
more noble by filence to cover-an Injury, than 
by argument to overcome or ſpread it But in 
-Mall caſes of this nature change conditions with 
thy Brother, then ask thy Conlcience what 
thou would'{t be done to, being refolv'd, ex- 
change again, and do thou the like to him, 
Sand thy Chriſtianity ſhall never err. 

I eſteem it one of the moſt ſubſtantial Ex- 


. Merciles of Religion, ro ſubdue our Paſſions: and 


decaule Anger is the moſt violent and precipt- 
tate, I uſe my moſt (trenuous Endeavours to 
tifle this in its Embryo. Other Paſſions take a 
pracual ' Riſe, and infinuate by fteps, but 

rath like Grn-powder takes Fire all at once, 
and blows a man up before he can look a- 
dout him. Therefore I have by long and afli- 
guous Practice labour'd to get the Victory of 
his turbulent AﬀeStion, and I count it the 

aſterpiece of Humane Wit to be above all 
rovocation. 1 cou'd long ago ſtop my Hand 
Sn che midſt of its Career, when aim'd at a 
aulty Servant, or {currilous Companion, bur 
low 1 cau bridle the Nerves which wou'd 
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have. ſtretch'd it forth, and carb the officiouy 
Spirits which were fo ready to fally forth ooff* 
ſu 
' 


ch an Occaſion. 1 ſcorn to ſuffer my Tongui 
o be my Hand's Dzputy, and to laviſh ou 
in unſeemly Expreſizons, as if the Height « 
Man's Wit and Valour lay in a biting &«$" 
pertee. Nay, | will not permit ſo much a 
my Cheek. to change colour, my Eye to ſpa 
kle, or any other part of my Face to receivt 
the leaſt impreflion of my Keſentments, whereF<* 
by it may be perceiv'd that I am ferment hi 
ed Yet at the ſame time | am not inſe 
ſible of an Afronr, nor void of due Reflexi” 
on on it. All that I aim at is to comp! 
with the Apoftles Advice, To be angry 4 
not to ſin. | 
I have no Pannick Fears of page \ met< 
neither am I follicitous, how or wften I ſhale 
make my Exit trom the Stage of this Lifeſ'** 
Much leſs do | trouble my ſelf about th bo 
manner of m Burial, or to which of <h@' 
Elements | ſhall commit my Carkaſs, I en ph 
not the Funeral State of Great Men, neithe# 
do 1 covet the Embalming of the Egyptia 
1 wonder at the Phancy of thoſe who del 
to be impriſon'd in leaden Ceffins till the Kai 
ſurretion, and to protract the Corruption C 
their Fleſh, out of which they ſhall be ge 
nerited de Novo : as if they dreamt of 
whole as they lay down, and carrying Fleſ 
and Blood into the Kingdom of Heaven, with. 
out a Change. F< 
TTL ON | 
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For my Part I admire the Indian Ob/e- 
axes, and were it not againſt the-lon 


eſta- 
bliſht Cuſtom of my Country, wou'd br 


Sequeath my Body to the Fire, than be #« 

'd, that ſo | might be ſooner reſolv'd 
to me Elements of which I was firſt com- 
SOOUNCEC. 

Yer inſtead of that nearer way to Diſlo- 
jon, | can be contented to undergo the 
edious Converſation of Worms and Serpents, 
hoſe greedy Tenants of the Grave, who will 
-Mever be fatisfied till-they have eat up the 
*Wround-Landlord. & 

I do not puzzle my felf with projecting 
iow :my fſcartered Aſbes ſhall be collected 
Foeerher, neither: do 1 for that Reaſon take 
Fare. for an-Urn to encloſe them. Tam 
Wacihed, mat at the laſt Trimper, 1 ſhall rife 


ad . 
enty- years - 28 
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If afrer..all this, I may be till faid to bavy 
the. {ame Individual Body as 1 had then, the 
there ' be not one of the' (ame Individ 
Aztomes left in its Compoſition, why may 
not. + alert the ſame of the Bodies we (| 
have akter the Reſurreftion > Marter 15 Of 
and” the ſame in all Bodies, the Inajviduatig 
of 157 the Adewm ang Tam proceeds one} 
from the, infincely different Forms which 
cuate. it.” Thus when my Soul at the Refs 
rettion. either by its, own Energy, or by tl 
Power, of God, and Aſſittance © Angels, (hi 
be” reinveſted with a Body, it is proper t 
fay- it; will 'be. the ame [adividua! Body 
baye gow,. tho' made-up of. Aras which: 
ver. before were lngredients, of. my Camp 
ſition, f1 — nog the, ater wok the Fe 
S'2 Title,,tq 44 iduation, . 

La Fhe more willing to beſoe: this 

;* ther manner_of . qur- Refwrrefjon, becau 
T thi ik it. not Decqrous,.to aut - the, ng 
on. 16 F900 DIOEEY, - NF augagess as 1 K tho 

XP i, Employment to {we 
5 never YG. : 


gel-houſes , , to - lift 
be for and <5 an Pal 1 Rggept acke 4, 


S. divided Duſt, Nox 

impotk .for. God fren this wa 
on Reſurreftjon of the Dead; tho" 
rs gfall Mankind:were- cam ed.into Di 
char. Duſt Icarter'd beivre x ind, Ot 
to er or -attenate Dk Air, 
t ja Bodies . were eaten by the Bet 
te the, Earth, FE. Fiſh .of\ the . Sta, 5 
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"I chaſe Beaſts and Fiſh earen again by Mem: 
\ Þ Tho!. they ſhoa'd undergo all theſe Changes 
and-Tranſmigrations, yet were they ſtill 4a 
the zgreat Repoſitory of God. - The whole 
= World in this ſence being but as one great 
Stare-houſe, and all the Elements as ſo many 
Cells therein, ſo that whereſcever we thall 
be laid up, whether in the Bellies of Fiſhes, 
Entrails of Beaſts, or by various Alterations 
become the Food of Men, yet the Great Ar- 
chize# of 'all Things - knows: where” to find 
our ſ{catter'd Remnants- But why ſhould we 
engage Him in fo infinite a Task, when the 
ork may as well be done a nearer way ? 
And put him to the Expence of multiply- 
Sin Miracles, when fewer will ſerve the turn? 
When' the Grand ' Alarm is given, He can 
foon fit . our Souls with: r - Matter for 
their future Bodies, our 'of the Elements, as 
well, as' our of their own Antiquated Embers, 
$ The. Jewiſh Rabbins feem to deny the gather- 
ing , together our diſpers'd 4ſhes, and afſign 
E Trouble to a certain ſmall Bone in every 
Man's Back which they ſay, never ſuffers 
any Putrefattion, but remaining to the laſt 
Day in its Primitive Conſiſtency, impaſlible 
and incorruptible, is then impregnated by a 
Dew from Heaven, which diffuſing its Yertne 
like: a. Ferment, not only animates and quic- 
J kens this Seminal Bone, but alſo attracts all 
the 4romes, which formerly conſtituted the 
Body, tho' diſpers'd in the remoteſt Corners, 

- moſt hidden ju preefe of the Univerſe, - 
| # | martit 
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24 FReligio. Bibhopole. 
marſhalling them in the .ſlame Order as [the 
had before ' their Diſſolurion, and fo in a4 mc 
ment. | recovering the Body to its Primitir 
State, But thele are groſs Conceipgs fe 
Chriſtians who believe that our. bodies ſhal 
in that great and Final Change become Spi 
ritual and. Immortal, being for ever diveſtet 
of all the peculiar Circumſtances of Fleſh, and 
Blood 


Let the manner be how it will pleaſe Goz 
I am raviſhd to think what a bright an 
ſerene _ Morning the — will prove 
after. the long Night of Death, and the lan 
guiſhing flumbers of the Grave ! How vig 
rous and active we ſhall-riſe from our Bed; 
of Darkneſs, how merry and blithe from the 
melancholy Regions of Horror and ' Silence 
More ſprightly : than: Youth ; ſtronger th: 
Lyons 5 and (wifter than Eagles |. Fall of 
Light, full of Joy, we: ſhall ſoar :aloft, and 
like well-mounted Travellers poſt it awa) 
through the Balmy Air, and liquid: Skzes, ti 
we arrive at the Place of admirable *'Maz 
ſions, and be welcom'd to the Houſe of God. 
I dare not with- ſome of the Jewiſh Rab 
bins {ay that all ſhall not riſe at the great Day 
much leſs will I preſume with others to par 
ticularize ſo far as to exclude all thoſe whe 
periſh'd in Noah's Flood; or with. a third 
fort-to confine the Reſurretion to the Chit 
dren of. Iſrael, as if we that are of the>Gens 
tiles were not capable of it as well as rhey! 
But above all 1 reje&t the Cenlure of - he 
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Talmudifts, who ſay, that neicher Bilha the 
Concubine of Facob that lay with Reaben 3 
nor Doeg that cauſed Saul to kill Abimelech 
and the Prieſts ; nor Gehazi the ſervant of Eli- 
jab the Prophet, nor Achirophel, David's prime 
Miniſter of State, ſhall rile from the d. 
Theſe are the Memoirs of Hebrew Super ſtiti- 
on; Invidious Remarks. the peculiar Hereſie 
of that over-weening Nation. 

Yet I am more ſcandaliz'd at ſome Chriſti- 
ans who will not allow Salvation to any man 
that is not within the i/ible Pale of their 
Church, as if the Eternal San of Juſtice were 
Eclips'd. to all that are out of their narrow 
Horizon, Surely He enlightens every man 
that comes into this World, and his Kays are 
not confin'd to Countries or Parties, He ſhines 
Univerſally, and no man can trace him in 
the Zadiack, of his Mercy. 

I dare not tis true, ( with 7uſtin Martyr ) 
canonize the Philoſophers, and place Socrates 
and Heraclitue in Heaven ; neither am I ſure 
that Ariftotle, by his learned Treatiſes of 
H1aven has obtain'd an Inheritance there him- 
ſelf. *Fis too officious a Regard, and too bold 
a Charity, thus happily to diſpoſe of Parei- 
cular' Men, On the other {1de 1 dread to paſs 
the Sentence of Damnartio» on all the anti- 
ent: Pagans," and to aver that none were 1a- 
ved ic died before the fifteenth year of 
Tiberis. Tho' the mere Light of Natural 
Reaſon, was not ſufficient ro condu&t them, 
nor - all | their - Morality, enough to entitle 
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them, to Supreme Felicityz Yet I cannot bel 


perſwaded that the infinite Goodneſs would 
doom the vertuous Gentiles to the Abyſs. of 
Miſery. Neither can any man demonſtrate, 
That Chrij# was not the Light of the Gem 
tiles before his Incarnation, as well as after ; 
And fince Abraham faw his Day and was 
glad, how do we know that Plaro, Solon, 
Lycurgus, Pytha oras, Cyru, and other wile 
Law-zivers, Philoſophers and Kings, men re- 
nown'd for their Prudence, Temperance, Forti- 
tude, Chaſtity, Liberality, and the like Ver- 
rues might not alſo be favour'd with a glimpſe 
of the Meſſias, the deſire of all Nations, be- 
fore he appear'd in the Fleſh. Tho' we have 
no Records in Scripture of Hermes Triſmegi- 
firs, Zoroaſter, Phocilides, Homer, Theognes, Epi- 
tetus, Theſews and Hercules, yet we cannot be 
aſlured, but that they had Faith, and expeR- 
ed the Redeemer to come, as well as Fob, 
who was not of the Holy Line, but a Branch 
of the Gentiles. | 

When 1 confider what Pains ſome of the 
wiſer Heathens have taken to find 'out the 
Truth ; when I contemplate a Pythagota tra- 
velling through Afia, and particularly conver- 
ſant in Paleſtine ; an Empedacles Journeying 
into Africk, ro learn the Wiſdom of the 
Egyptians ; an Alexander the Great falling 
at the Feet of the Hebrew High-Prieſt; I can- 
not think the Heathen World to be ſo igno- 
rant of the true Religion, as is commonly 


imagin'd. They had a Balawn to inſtru Y | 


Religro Bibliopgle. 27 v 
chem, the Sybil: to guide them to the Know- *® 
ledge of a future Adeſſias, and for ought I 
know, ſome of them might have the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament too, or at leaſt 
2 good part of them, even before that cele- 
braced Tranſlation of the Septuagint was ex- 
tant 3 fince it was eafte for thoſe Gentiles who 
had Commerce with the Jews to procure 
Copies of their Law, eſpecially when they 
were made Captives in Media, Afſyria, eAegypt *' 
and Babylon. 
An Eſther lying in the Boſom of Abaſue- 
Nl 1, 2 Daniel litting at the Right Hands of 
1 Nebuchadnezzar, Belſhazzer, and Darius, had 
ell fair Opportunities of inſtructing thoſe Heas 
then Monarchs in the Myſteries of the Moſa- * 
| 5k Lew, and ſurely ſuch Holy Perſons wou'd 
of - never negle& fo noble a Work as profely- ; 
= ting the Kings and Princes of the Gentiles 7 
b ro” God. 
Fi In the Days of Solomon the Fame of the 
| Fewiſh Nation had reach'd the utmoſt Parts 
| of the Earth, Kings came from far, and 
£ueens from the remoteſt Borders of the Cen- 
5 tinent, to be the Diſciples of that Royal Phi- 
| #o/opher, and Spectators of the Hebrew Gran- 
deur. How could then the Divine Oracles be 
ba hid from the Gentiles, or the Sacred Tradition 
off © Shiloh'to come, not be deliver'd to the 
inquititive Nations of the Earrhb | Without 
, doabr the Eft ſaw the dawning of the Srar® 
of Facob, and the Sowrh could calculate his 
:Meridian, even before he roſe. Neither ww 
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the North and the Feſt without ſome glim* 
_ merings of his Appearance. 

The Wiſe Mer that came to adore him at 
Bethlehem, perform'd but the Withes of their 
Fathers, and the Eunuch of Queen Candaces 
made no Scruple to become a Chri/tian, when 
Philip had convincd him that He of whom 
the es had fo long foretold, was now 
come in the Fleſh. Surely he was the deſs- 
red of Nations, the Hope of the Gentiles, as 
well as the Glory of his People /ſrael. There- 
fore I cannot number it among the Com- 
mendations of Chriſtianity, that a great Part 
of thoſe who profeſs that Name, are fo pre- 
ſumpruguſly uncharicable, as ro damn all that 
were not of the Seed of Abraham ' before 
Cbriſt came in the Fleih, as if Salvation were 
entail'd ro one Family, and no man cou'd 


R go to Heaven that was not circumcis'd. 


Much rather had I believe, That-in' the 
very Inftant of Death, God reveal'd the . My- 
ftery of Redemption to many innocent and ver- 
tuous Perſons among the Gerriles, and'infugd 
a ſaving Faith in Chriſ# into their Souls; at 
the very moment that their Sences were for- 
laking their Bodies. Supplying their wane of 
Scripture or Tradition, with the infpiration-of 
his Holy Spirit, when they were taking 'the 
laſt gaſp, and breathing out their ow». 

Or it this be not thought ſufficient, I will 
+ believe, That when Chriſt deſcended into Heh, 
he preach'd the Goſpe! to the Spirits whi 
were there in Prifon, not only thoſe who 


oo 
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o the inyoluntary Frailties of Humane Nature, 
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were diſobedient in the days of Noah, but 
all ſuch of the Race of Noah, as by com- 
pleating the Meaſure of their Sins, had ſunk 
themſelves into that fatal Flace, whether they 
were fews or Heathenss And I cannot un- 
derſtand thoſe Texrs of Scripture which men- 
tion his ſpoyling of Hell, and leading Capei- 
wity Captive, if they may not be = ed to 
his Triumphant Deliverance of ſome - thoſe 
Souls which were ſhut up in the Infernal Ca- 
verns, Neithes do I perceive any Hereſie in 
believing , there might be ſome Vertuous 
Heathens in the Retinue he carried with Him 
from thence to Heaven, as well as ſome of 
the Sons of * I/rael., However, leaving the 
manner of their Salvation to God, I will con- 
clude, That it is unreaſonable, uncharitable, 
and has roo much of the 7ew in it, to paſs 
the Sentence of Damnation on all the Gentiles, 
ſince the Holy Gho#t has afſured us, That God 
is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but he that in 
every Nation fears Him, and works Righte- 
ouſnels, is accepted of Him. 

Beſides, methinks if matters were brought 
to the ſevereſt Ballance, ic would not appear 
Heterodox to ſay, That as all men fin'd in 
Adam, wichout their 0:vn Perſonal Knowledge 
or Conſent, {o ſome might be ſaved in Chriſt, 
even without a Particular and Perſonal Be- 
lief in Him, of whom perbaps they never 


fo much as heard. 


Grains of Allowance may be given 


Pe vv 
FA * 
247 hw 


ſome -; 


= 


Zo Religio Bibliopole. 

” fome Indulgence granted to the invincible 7g 
w#orance of a great Part of Adam's Poſterity, 
who if they knew not the High-way to Hea- 
ven which was reveal'd to their Brethren the 
Fews and Chriitians, might yet be conducted 
thither by ſome By-Path, fince it is too nar- 
row a Conceit of God's Mercy to think, that 
becauſe he had chiefly manifetted it in the 
Royal Road of the Law and the Goſpel, there- 
fore he cou'd never go out of the beaten 
Track. This were to retrench the Divine 
Prerogative, and to tye Him up to limited Con- 
ditions, whole Ways are in the Great Deep, 
and whoſe Foot-{teps no Created Being can 
Trace. 

The Satisfaction 1 have of the Soul's Immor- 
zality, if it amounts not to a Demonſtration, 
may yet be numbred among thoſe Proleprich, 
Ideas that need. none, as being ſelf-evident. 
It is a Paralle! with firft Principles, and has 
equal Force on my Underſtanding z for 1 am 
nor more convinc'd, That one and two make 
three. than That the Soul of man 1 Immortal. | 
So that | make it not ſo much an Arricle of 
my Faith, as a Propoſition of my Reaſon, and a 
Concluſion of Sciezce. Yet 1 do not always 

o fo far round-about, as by a long Train © 
ogical DeduQions and Inferences, to diſpute 
my ſelf into the Remembrance of my Immorta- 
fity. This indeed were neceſlary to perſwade 
another, but 1 have a nearer Method to co 
/ fort my (ſelf with the Demonſtration of thi 
Noble Trath, while it becomes an Object c 
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my very Sence, and I-can feel that Immortality 
in my ſelf, which my Xeaſon tells me another 
is poſſe(s'd of as well as 1. This is eafier to 
be experienc'd, than utcter'd in words, 'tis an 
Art not to be acquir'd without affiduous Ke- 
flettion and ſtrict Animadverſion on our own 
Thoughts- Bur the Fatigze is more than re- 
compenc'd with the ineffable Pleaſure that at- 
tends it, for when by a long and often re- 
peared Practice, a man has found the way 
to keep cloſe Pace with his own Inrellett in 
all its Flighrs and abſtracted Srarrs from the 
Body, when he can ſtand on the Brink of the 
Immaterial World and perceive what is before 
Him, perceiving alſo that he perceives it, 
then *ris he enjoys Heaven by Anticipation, 
and foreſtalls his Future Beatrude by taſting 
Immortality at preſent. He is riſen from the 
ck, Dead, before he dies; and lives an Erernity 
of Ages in a Moment. Neither is this a fleep- 
ing Chimera, or 2 waking Uream, bur a real 
n Truth, which as 1 have laid, is eater practi- 
© {ed than expreſled. 

| It was but a drowfie Conceit in thoſe 
Ot Fathers, who phancy'd the So! ſthou'd fleep 
in the Grave till the Reſurre&tion of the Ko- 
Tl dy. Had they well traced the Narure of a 


ox Spirit from its firſt Principles, they wou'd not 
UcEY have provided a Dormitory for That Being 


which wou'd ceafe to be, ſhou'd ir ceaſe to 
at, fimce its very Eſſence implies a Contra- 
3 diction to Ref#, I cou'd as eafily and with 

; equal Reafon belieye it will be anibitaced | 
fl | —_— 
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” at its ſeparation from the Body, or at lea 
that it ſhall be mrramorphos'd into ſomething 
elſe, fince if it continue the ſame-it was be 
fore the Diſſolution of the _ Body, it mu 

” continue to think, it being indeed nothingh% 
elſe but a pure Thought ; and how a. Thought 
can take a Nap, is beyond the Verge of m 
Philoſuphy to apprehend, neither do I kno 
of any thing in Diviziry that ſeems to cc 
tenance ſo dull a Theorem. As for. tholez 
Texts of Scripture, which ſeem to adumbrate 
the Supreme Felicity of the Saints by t 
Notion of Ke#, | do not think they mea 
a Ceflation of the Souls natural Energy, for 
how could ic then be capable of that Sera- 
phick, Love, and Foy in the Rage Viſion, 
which is the chief Entertainment of the Bleſ- 
ſed in Heaven ? lt ſeems rather to intimate 
the Soul's Eſcape and Deliverance from the 
Troubles and Inquietudes of this Mortal Life, 
which may very well be call'd a Re#?, and 
yet be conſiſtenc with an A#iviry far fur-&, 
paſſing that which it was endued with in{ 
the Fleſh. The Scripture clothes many ab-h,, 
ſtraſe Myſteries in familiar Dreſſes, the bet- 
ter to accommodate Them to rhe Concep 
tions of vulzar ad ignorant People , who 
make up far the greareit Part of A1ankind,lon 
and we muſt not expect the rigid: Detiniri- 
ons of Ariſtotle from the Sacred Pen-Men. 
But when we come Scientifically, and accord- 
ing to the Method of the Schools to treat: 


of the Natures of Things, we ought to fic 
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them with proper and Intelligible Terms, and 
tpurſue-cheir &/eaces by a continued Progreſs, 
*Mor by wild Fits and Starts. TX 

I have but {mall acquaintance -with the fu-.. 

WW «re- Srace,, but thisI'm ſure there will be no 
Whange that will be ſo ſurprizing to me as 

that” By Death. It is a thing of which L 

now bur little, and none of the millions of 

Souls that have paſt into the inviſible World, 
Wave come again to tell me how it is. 


I. 
I; muft be done (my Soul) but "tis a ſtrange, 
A Diſmal and Myſterious change, Norris, 
ben thou ſhalt leave this Tenement of Clay, 
ng to an unknown ſomewhere wing away 3 
hen Time ſhall be Eternity, andthow (not how. 
halt be thou know'ſt not what, and live thou know” ſ 


II. 
\mazing State! no wonder that we dread 
To think of Death, or view the Dead, 
how'rt all wrapt up in Clouds, as if to thee | 
very knowledge bad Antipathy. 
Death cold not a more {ad retinue find, 


2 ickne(s a1d pain before,and darkneſs al behind; 


III. 
ame courteous Ghoſt rel this great Secrecy, 
'| What "tis you are, and we mult be, -.. ths 
warn us of approaching Death, and why. | 1:5 
lay we not know from you what *tis to dye?  ...1'; 
it: y0u' having {hot the Gulph, delight to ſee. \ 11 


Yocc6e4ing Soni; plunge in wit thy CErTUgy-. | 
Wl: i'?,. - 4D as BY; 
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When wife's mY knot by writ from Deftiny, 
iſea all cut, or age unty 
When after ſome rw ſome dying ſtrife, 
The Soul ftands (hivering on the ridge of Life ; 
With what a dreadful Curiofity ob 
Does fbe launch out into the Sea of va#t Ecernity-Y 


V. 
So when the ſpacious Globe 'was delug'd ore, 
And lower holds could ſave no more, 
' On i} utmolt Bough th aſtoniſh'd Sinners food 
And view'd th Advances of th' encroaching Flo 
Ore- topp'd at length by th' Elements encreaſe, 
With horror they reſign'4 to the untry'd Abyls. 


- Tr is very deſirable to know in what condilll _ 


tion our Soals will be when they leave 
Body, and what is the Nature of that abod 
into I we _ oO, but which we ne 
ver {aw into ; through what Regiot 
we mult then 5. - > flight, and after w 
manner this will be done. *Tis certain. x 
Soul will then preſerve he faculties that a 
natural. co it, viz. tO underſtand, to to 
member, as tis repreſented to us under tt 
Parable of Dives and Lazerws : But alas! 
lictle:- know how the People of the dc 
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died Societies: a&, and will, and und ang ” 


and communicate their thoughts £o- one 2ni 
ther, and therefore I long co: know it. Wh 
conception car I have of a 


( (vet Wing) oor hes "Tie vi 
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| "Refigio Bibliopole. 
"I firmly chink when a mans body is ta- 
ken from hins by Death, he is turn'd into 
all, Thought and Spiric. How great will be 
ies Thought when it is without any hinde- 
ance from theſe material Organs that now 
Bobſhuct ics Operations In that Ererniry (as 
'Yoae expreſſes ir) the whole power of the 
Soal runs together one and the , 
me way. In Eternity the Soul os n_— 
$. united in irs Motions, which May. pag.292. 
way one faculty goes all go, and 
Ste Thoughts are all concentred as in one whole 


"AThweht * of Joy or Torment. 


| Theſe things have occafioned great variety 
' Boff Thonghts-in- me, and my Soul when it looks 

wwards the ' other World: and thinks it fel 
gear, it" cat! no more ceaſe- to be" inquifitive 


S2bout it, than it can ceaſe to be' a 


* _— at op te on _ of 
the Bleſfed Trinity, by the {1ght of a Triangle, 
Sneither can the whole Syſtem of. the Marbe- 
Smerick: improve my Knowledge in this Point 
of Divinicy: The three diftin&t Faculties of a 
BY Emane Soul are far from illuſtrating to me 
he” Three Perſons in One Eſſence, ſince there 
| a Subordination in the Former, whereas 
Sthere is an Egaaliry in the Latter. Such Si- 
milicudes and Compariſons ſeem not to me 
Iz Sremgrapby: or ſhort Charatters, but a falfe 
SPeLlnng in Divinsy., And tho" to wiſer 


+, and more Ave Beli 
| hana in he hy; of know 
! Ivy) Fulgweny D -ever 


Sm 
i; WI ., . 
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+ "36 Rehipjd Bibliopole. | 
& - mount-on ſuch weak and brittle Scates ant 
& FKomnndels to the lofty Pinnacles of true Th 
.. All the force of Rherorical Wit has nc 
ge enough ro difſet ſo rough a Subject 
wherein | the lictle' obſcure Glimmerings - w 
"gain; of -that Inacceſſible Light, come not. t 
us 4 direc Beams, but by the faint Reflexi 
ons of a Negative -Knowledge. And we ca 
berter apprehend what it « nor, than w 
ir #, In the Difquifition of his Works, 
own, that thoſe do highly magnifie Him 
whole - Judicious Enguiry. into. his As, an 
deliberate Reſearch into his Creatwres ret 
the Homage of a Devout and Learned P: 
raphraſe. But in the Contemplation of tha 
Eternal Eſſence to which no created Thoug 
can- be adzxquate, I will humbly. fit dowr 
and filently admire, that which neither - the 
t can conceive, nor the Torgue or Peat 
Men or Angels can declare as. they ought, 
as It 15. th: 
I do not afte& Rhodomontadoes in ReligionggBc 
nor., to boaſt of the Srrength' of my Faicbit 
I. do-got; covet Temptations, nor court DanEl 
:; Yer I can exerciſe my Belief in tt 
ifhculteſt Point when call'd to it 3 and walkh 
Nedfaſt -and- upright in Faith, without theiE: 
Crutch. of a vitible Miracle. I can firmly be 
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lieve in Chriſt, without going: in Pilgrimagayt. 
tg his Seps/cbre, neither need I the Confirma# 
tiow that was vouchſaf'd -to St. Thomas. tha 

:  Praverb of Unielief.. Howeyeril do-noth 
wy elf, nor elteem my Fach.the better, be 
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WC - Religio Bibliopole. "yy & 
S-Quſc I lived "not in the'i Day: - of Miraites, 
gor (ever 'faw Chriſt 'or any of his D1ſciples. 
'Or becauſe I'-was nor' one of his Parients 
S'on whom he wrought | his Wonders, Both 
A-cheir Faich and mine were infus'd by the. 
Miniſtration of the Sences: And as/ they be 
i lieve't becauſe they /aw, {o I believe, - becauſe 
I hear ( undenyable Witneſſes give Teftimon 
of ) the ſame' Matrer © of ' Fa#, Nor do 
eſteem their Fairch the more Extraordinary 
who lived before his Coming, fince' they 
raiſed not a Belief of the future Meſſias, but 
on clear Propheſies, and moſt ſignificant Types, ' 
being aſfured by the -conſtant ſtream of 7ra- 
dition from Father to Son, that what God 
bad 'predetermin'd and foreto!d to dam in 
WParadiſe, to Abrabam,' to Facob, and the Pro- 
Wphers, ſhould infallibly be accompliſh in-the 
exgfuine(s' of Time.' - And'l. cannot ſee where- 
0$0- their | Faith had the "Advantage \of- ours, 
that it (hould deſerve to be eſteem'd} more 
Bold and Noble, fince they had an! //aiab to 
wipreach the Goſpel to: Them, who for the 
oF offuence ' of his Style, his moſt accurate 
neand - particular Enarration, of the Birth of 
Ik br5ff, has: acquired the Title of 'the fb 
hefEvangelift. ' Tis certain both their Faith and 
*Wurs retts on: the Divine Revelation, Whether 
cape. conſiſt ' in Propheſie of Things to come;'6r 
Tf ory of Things paſt. The ultimate Obj##® 
2007 our. Belief is one and the ſame, that' is 
(he Authority of God. They had their: Sa- 
rements alto to {yogi their Faith as 
—— 


FE. 


- Neligio Bibliapole. 
5 We. They were Baptized in & 
| _ the Sex, :they had anna fre 

Tn dey of ont promo 
tr n= piti 

bh: hr the fame- Spiritual Drink ' as we, 
they drank of pour Spiritual Rock, of Age 
that followed Them, and that: Xock was C4 

I do not conclude from hence, That the 


is ,n0 difference between the Sacraments « 


the Law, and thoſe of the Goſpe/. Dout 


les there is an Excellency in the Latte 


to which the Former could nor preter 
he Elements in Both are Natural, as Wa 


Manna, Bread, Wine, &c. (o that in the , 


teriour, neither of Them thas the Advar 


of the other. They were both allo : oO 


duits of the ſame inward Grace and Spi 
Only herein lyes the difference, rhat « 
Fews had it but by Meaſure, whereas 


Chriſtians receive it in Abundance. T w 
touch'd. but the Hem of Chriffs Garme 


but we feed on his Body and Blood. 


did but wade in the low Ebb of Gras 


"whereas we ſwim in the High-Tide 
er-flowings of the Holy Spirit. Before 

Exerlain Sluces were drawn up 5 wh 
Heavens were kept ſhur, the Wat 

hr are above the Heavens did but .c 

_ gently on Mankind, The Divine fuer 

ame Drop by Drop, here a lictle and the 


2 little, But a ety when zacenl 
up on and open'd the Eneenal Ga 
, they  bour'd dow his Gifes 
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Men, and let looſe the Flood of Light and * 
Grace, that ſo it might water the whole 
41 Earth, and make glad the City of God, which 
44s the Chriſtian Church. 
= The Sacraments of Chriftianity are the Prin- 
cipal Channels through which Ecernal Life is 
conveyed to our Souls. By Baptiſm we are 
#anſplanted from the Old Stock of the Firf 
Wddaw, and inoculated into Him whoris the 
True Vine, m whom we grow up as Branches, 
receiving Nouriſhment and #ncreaſe by the 
Excharift, which conveys to us the vital Prin- 
Ciples of Immortality and Salvation. I cannot 
{peak of this tremendous Myſtery, without a 
Greamlocxtion, nor think of ic without a Rap- 
tare ! It is ſuch a Conplex of Ridales, as it hath 
pos'd the ſtouteſt Sarmſers of the Church to . 
folve : He alone was able to think and ſpeak 
aight:of it in few words, who when he- farſt 
inſticured it, ſaid, This 4 my Body, This is my 
Blood. That there is a real Change made in 
1 the outward Elements after the words of Can- 
# -4ecration are pronounc'd, is an 4rticle of 
_— but — how my &c > 
iS NO my Philoſophy. ra- 
ther humbly believe what] cannor com 
in this Venerable Sacrament ; than ſuifer any 
vain Diſquifitions to ſtagger my Faith. I 
ſee Bread and Wine both retaining the ſame 


Taſte, Colour, and:other natural Qualities of 4 


| thoſe Creatures. Therefore 1 conclude there 
; 150 Alteration made in that which is the Ob- 
+ x of my Sexces, The Change muſt be ig the 
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 Roligid Bibhopile, © 
Spiritual Part, which only falls under the Intel: 
le&.. And yet I believe this Change to be Reah, 
tho' I cannot ſenſibly perceive wherein, or ho 
"ris produced. Far be it:from me to'enter ins 
to the Secret of thoſe who make a mere empry 
Figure of the Bleſled Sacrament 3 as if we wers 
made Partakers only of mere Natural Brea 
and Wine in the Holy Communion. This i 
to follow the impiqus Steps of Mazichens and 
Marcjon, who taught that our Saviour had 
only a Fantaſtick Figure of a Body, not a Real 
one 3 as if-they thought the Blefled* Virgin 
Mary brought forth nothing but a Shadow, 
becauſe. ſhe was overſhadow'd by ' the Holy 
Ghoſt. - This & to. outftrip Judas, and begin where 
hi Treaſon left off: and. as he ſold: his Maſter's 
Life, ſo. we ſhould rob the Church of his Body 
and Blood, which he y 4 po to her: in his 
laſt Supper. . Doubtleſs his Body is-.i:the Sa- 
crament. of the Euchariſt, but not. Budily, 'or 
after a corporeal manner, not inveſted wit all 
the groſs Circumſtances of Fleſb and+Blood, bur 
| ger a Spiritual Manner, m a 44yſfery too prox 
d for Humane Sence or Reaſon to compre» 
hend. . I am extremely. pleas'd with the An-: 
{wer which Queen Elizabeth gave to the Bi- 
; -of Winchefter, when he demanded her 
Opunion of the Real Preſence, ſaid ſhe, 


"Twas God the Word that ſpake it, 
He took the Bread and brake it; -+ 
And what the Word did make it," 

That I believe and take jts '% 1 4 
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- It was an ill-manner'd; as'well as an envious 
Recort of him that flood by and faid, Your 
» ren Reply is like the Delphick Oracle 
of Ambiguous Subtilty : He had diſcover” 

more Breeding and Charity, had he told her; 
That her Anſwer favour'd of his Wiſdom, 
who; when tempted by the Phariſees with a 
Queſtion concerning the Lawfulnels of paying 
nd Tribute: ro Ceſar, took a piece of Money and 
ad asked whoſe /mage and Superſcription was that 
al tamped on it, they faid Czlars, He replyed, 
ini Cive/rherefore to Ceſar, the Things that are Ce- 
v,l ſas, and ro God the Things that are Gods. 
YE it is certainly a neceſſary piece of Prudence 
re} ſometimes to obviate the Trains of an Enemy, 

$& with-a witty Evaſion ; which may be done 

ly & without denying the Truth, or violating' ones 
5 & Conſcience; Thoſe who wou'd trepan '4 man 
- © with Queries, and make him'a Tranigreſlor for 
E. 2 word, teferve to be- paid inthe ſame Coin, 
t 

j.. 
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and by an” /ngenous ada ing of words and pla- 
cing of-Periods, be battled in their Deſign, and 
ſent” away like Fools as they came, without" 
any berrer Satisfaction than they cou'd reap 

8 from a Riddle. In my- Opinion it-is' but a 
| Pious Scepriciſm to ſuſpend our Thoughts from 
determining the particular Mode of Chriſt's 
being pre/ent in the Sacrament, ſince it is im- 
: poflible ever to demonſtrate {o reconditea Se- 
cret, into which even the Angels themſelves, 
© thoſe perfett Inrebigences perhaps look with Ad- 
Bi wiration, without improving their Knowledge. 
I i ient to my humble Faith, that my Re- 


-& 0 


. 
wr . 
\V 
Foe 
V. >, 
Fe 


1 


wo o 


deerer is there, and char when I worthily r 
ecive this Blefled Sacrament, I ſhall receix 
the Author of it into my T' , and | 
mnited-ro the Heavenly Spouſe. This is t& 
wae Hidden Manns which nouriſches both Ar 
and Men; This is the Bread of Life, whic 
—_— Man's Heart 3 This is the Wir 
which rejoyceth God and Man. This is th: 
Heavenly Morſel which God has given us as a 
Antidote againſt the Dregs of that Venor 
m4 all derive from Adam's eating the forbidde 
kf. 

And he is a kind Phyſician, who, when nc 
thing elſe in the Divine Pharmacopes could be 
ſound available for fo great a Cure, «pphes bi 
ewe Body, to heal the Diſtempers of aur Soul: 
and his Blood to reſtore the Spoyls of Hnmane 
\Natzre. . None but the Favourites of the King 
of Heaven are admieted to this lmwmertsl B 
ger, None but ſuch as have the Weddir 
Garment on, can have Acceſs to this Tab 

ef Delicacies, this Repaſt of Xoyal Dainti, 
Mfany indeed ( and too many, 'tis to be fear- 
"ed) are licenſed to.come into the Kings Anti- 
Chambers, and to fit down in the Church anc 
tafic the averward Elements, but it is the Privi 

edge of his Saints only to enter his Cabi 

be Regal'd with the coſtly Entertainment of 

his Secret Table, and to partake in the N 

Wane of the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
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A Serious Chriſtian once told cy Lat if 
ever he was like Paxl _—_——_— T hiv 


it was when he diſt 1at down at the 
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| " Revigro Bibleapole. a3 * 
re: ' The Sacrament of the Lords Sxpper is thee © 
vey neareſt and vi/iblef# Communion that can be * 

wy had with and Chriſt upon Earth. Here 3 

»we tbe greateſt revivings and the ſweeteſt re- - 

ings that a Pious Soul is capable of on +3 

this fide Heaven ir (elf. - Other Duties ſeem *© 

-#0 be our work, this our mear and wages, other 4: 

tn. preparative * this, Baptiſan, Pray- 

Ing, aching, Hearing, Mean ating, Conjerring 

-are all ordained but to fit us for this High and * 

Myſterious Ordinance. Here you have all the 

benefits of the Covenant of Grace folded up 

in one Rite, Here is the whole contrivance of 
Salvation repreſented in a little Bread and Wine, 
whereby God inviſibly ſeals up an affurance of 

(his Everlaſting Love upon our Hearts. 

It is grown even to a Proverb, faith Acofts 
a the poor Indians that have entertained 
the Faich t Oui Enchariſtiam ſemel ſuſctpe- 
wit, &&c. He muſt never more be unboly that bath 
ence-recered the Holy Communion, 

As to-the Poſture of Receiving, T am not ſcru- *© 
pulous, being willing to conform to the Gyr 
Rom of thoſe with whom I communicate: 1 can 
receive-on my Knees without Danger of Ido- 
latry z or Sitting, without the Guile of Con- 
rept. * This larter T efteem of greater Anti- 
quity, it being the Poſture wherem Chriſt Com- 
municated to bus Diſciples at the laſt Supper, un- ; 

 lels it be ſaid they lay along according to the 

Mode \of the Eafte in th TE 
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* quired to render one a Worthy Comminn3cant iafiCc 
- theſe Holy Myſteries. _ ES / 
& ...1 cenſure not the Primitive Chriſtians, ne 
A ſe more Podern ones, who Communicat 
frequently, yet I ſhould be timorous-to-ax 
ch theſe Holy Myſteries too often; leſt 
Thould incur the Judgment 'which Str. Paul hi 
pronounced on thoſe who ear and drink wnwc 
thily. I have Charity for others who Cele 
brate this Sacrament Monthly, Weekly; c 
Daily, but I ſhould have little for my: (elf, 
ſhould I receive this tremendous - Myſtery-of 
&. -Life, with leſs Preparation than were regwifte 
® 70. fit me for Death. , It being in the Number 
} - of thoſe Medicines which either Ki4 or * Cure, 
' according to the Conſtitution to whickr they 
areapplyed. | 
If we examine the Books of Phyſicians, 
_ _thoſe Regiſters of Humane Frailty and Morta- 
F AJity, we ſhall find no leſs than Six Thouſand 
Diſeaſes on the Score, to which Man's Body. is 
liable. And *tis to be feared the Diftempers 
_af- the Soul come not ſhort of .the Account: 
= Whatis Pride but a Tympany ?- Luſt buta Fea- 
& _ver ? Drunkenneſs but a Dropſie? Envy-and 
Malice but the-Conſumprion of the Soul ? To 
F obviace ele and innumerable more - Spiri- 
© _tual Maladies, God- has (as a Token of his 
"Infinite Bounty ) given His Miniſters. Com- 
miſhon. to..diſpenle to the Sons 'of Men the 
F Sacrament of his Body and Blood, as a Divine 
- Catholicon, or-Cure for [| all ] the Diſeaſes | 
$ which are incident to.our Souls, but wick: chis | 
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I Religio Bibliopole. 48 © 
+ Condition, That he who partakes of theſe: © - 
" "Holy Myſteries unworthily, inſtead of beir 

ac healed, does but increaſe his Malady, work. 
ic up to a dangerous Criſis, if not to a defj 

rae Paroxiſm, which affords no Hopes, but' 
aiairful Expectation of 7udgment to come. Cy- 
tells nas two remarkable Stories, that one 
coming to the Sacrament, afrer the Miniſter 
*Shad given him the Bread, and he going to eat 
ticituck in his Throat Gladium fios ſumens non 
Sham, (aith he, he received his Bane inſtead 
otFof Bread, the other came and took: the Bread 
:eFinto his Hand, and when he went to eat it; 


Apprehenſion, I ingenuouſly declare, has had 
Influence on me, as to reſtrain 'me long 
from approaching the Holy Table. I tremble: ' 

5, Bat the Thought of Eating and Drinking my own 

- EY Damnation, and of trampling under-foor the 
Blood of the Eternal Teſtament. 

SF TI love not to humour my Splcen or gratife 

5 Ymy: Hypocondria, by inveighing againſt- the 


there' was nothing but Aſhes in his Hand. This: 4 


Luxury of the preſent Age, as if it were worle/-. 


than thoſe of old, and that our Fore-fathers did * 
notEat and Drink to Exceſs as well as we: 
The preſent Intemperance of Mankind is but” 
the Tran/migration of ' the Former : And our 
Poſterity ſhall buta& o're the Patterns we fer! 
them. Drurnkenneſs is as old as Noali's Floo 
and Epicuriſm begun with Adarn, The one hs 
no ſooner eſcaped the Univerſal- Inundation 
of - Water,” but he. had_ like to have been. 
drown'd ina Pringe of Hine, And the Other; - 
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= quity inthe Practice of rhefe Vices. 


 ow'd their Original to the: Blood of the Grape; 


nor content with the large Indulgence and Cc 
miſfion God had- given Him to eat of -t 
Fruits of Paradice, muſt needs leap the F ls 
which guarded the Forbidden Free, and whe 
he might have Banquerted without Satiety 
End on the / ariezies which would have giveall. - 
him» Life and Immortality, he plays the Glut | 
ton, and Surfeirs Himfelf with the Plant 
Death and Damnation. His Children ſoc 
learn'd ro tread in their Father's Steps; ar 
Glutrony was equally propagated with Mankind 
And tho' chat Repairer of 4d4«»'s almoſt Shix 
wrackr Progeny could be abſtemious, when'h 
might have furnitht his Table with all- tf 
Roaſts of the Earth and Fowls of the Aw ator 
Ffeal, yet he could not refrain from the temp 
ting Fruir of the Y ine. His! Ebvriety was atfc 
catching, and the Inceſtuous Off-ſpring of Za 


Before the Flood Men were bulied in .F 
crting and Riot, ſo they have been ever 

mce, and fo they will be, to the End of the 

World. Men are great Followers of Amti- 


For my Part I envy not the Board of Vitellins 
thac atione Meal was covered with” rwo+ Thox- 
ſand Fiſh, and double that Number of Fowts. 
Neither do I cover the more Expenſive Feaſts: 
of Heliogabulrcs. The refin'd Luxury of Cleo+ 
phatra {eems to me leſs Sordid,, tho” more* Pio 
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Guſt of her Ambition; which is a Swblimer . ; 
of Fice, and may not unfirly be call'd the 
luttormy y of the Soul, while it Revels on the 
Seach of Fame, and Epicurizes with a Cha- 
like Appetite on the Air of Honour. 
crane is the Blind fide of Mortal: ; it 
oft Place, where we ſuffer our ſelves 
> be ſtroak'd _ = _ by I 
20886 - Vang war is made {aac mil- 
anhis Bleſſing for a Piece of Yeriſon, and his Son 
ito {cl his Birth-right for a Meſs of Fotrage. 
he /talian Proverb hits the Glutron Home 
en it ſays, He digs his Grave with his 
Teeth, and cuts his Throat with the Knife 
that carves his Meat. 
Rioing and Drunkenneſs were formerly 
the National Sin of Germany only, 
x bur I believe other Nations may pur in for a 
Share in the Charter.  & the Epidemick Vice 
the whole World. Men fall paſhionately in 
e with it as if they were of Mucew the 
Poets Opinion , who held, That perperviud 
Drunkenneſs was the only Reward of Merit and 
Verrue. The very Mabometars. themſelves; 
who ae cxprely forbidden by their Law'1o 
| __ of Wine, being told by M«homer that 
j islodg'd a Devil in every Grape, are (worn 
Votaries to Bacchas, and the greateſt Drun- 
kards on Earth: 
&S - Formy own Part, I conld be conrene wich 
yy tw Foe plete 
4d by the Kiog of France, Wher mrrhou-ue'woole 
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48 | Religio Bibl / 4 _ 
topreſerve his Life to fogreat an Age 3; Rl 
plied, Intus Melle, extra Oleo. I fay, I cou 

content with his Diet, not ſo,much k] 
the ſake of Spinning out my Life ro Cencur 
of years, ( which yet I believe were not. 
together impracticable in one of my Conf 
tution-)- as that by a conſtant and. habit 
Deſuetude of merely Anima! Enjoyments, 
might the more cloſely and vigorouſly atcer 
the Operations of my Soul, and be alw 
awake to the Supertour Faculties of my Mind a 
Intellect, Anima Sicca, eſt Anima Sapiens, wa 
a true Maxim of the Phil»ſopher. And th 
Sons of Minerva experience it. 

I abhor the Superſtitious Cant, and Diſh, 
criminating Shibboleth of Enthuſiafs, wholk. 
maſt needs take upon them to alter the Formſ; 
of ſound Words ; as if- the Diale& of the 
Primitive Church were grown obſolete, orf 
that the Apoſtles underſtood not the Orthograrl 
pby of Chriſtian Faith, I like not. thoſe Spiri-$; 
tual Boutefeu:, who take a great Deal of Pains 
to. breed a Quarre] between Religion and. Na-Y. 
rwre, and fet thole two Twins together by the 
Ears 3 as if we could not be good. Chriltians, 
unleſs we gray our Senſe and Reaſon. Cer 
tainly it is not the Buſinels of Religion to Sup 


plans and Extirpate Nature, but to, prune and 
recifie it. Religion is that which poliſhes and, 


| ſhavoths. the Roughnels- of laps'd Humanity, 
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pares,away the Vicious Knobs which. grow 
up with us from our :4inred Ig and by 
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into fit Materials for God's Holy "Temple. 
tbe Work of Regeneration ſeems in ſome manner to 
that of Creation. The Holy Ghoſt at his 
wit Vifit, finds us in our corrupt Rate, bur a 
neer Chaos, a confuſed Heap of Paſſions and 
ez! Appetites ; our Reaſon, that Light of 
weSouls! lyes Dormant, ſmother'd as it: were 
w our Animal Faculties » Darkneſs covers the 
ace of this'Aicrocoſm, till he give the Word, 
Luy, aid by a forcible Energy ſtrike 
ome Divine Sparks out of our Flinty Hearts: 
ws ſeparating the Celeſtial Parts from ' the 
Breſtrial, and Sublimating us into the Simi- 
tude of his own glorious Eflence, Enduing 
s-with Faith,- without deſtroying our Reaſor, 
id inſpiring us with Charity; without exter= 


Kinating our Paſſions. © Thos 1 can believe the 


oſt rranicendent "Myſteries of - our Religion, 
dd yet nor be guilty of an implicite' Creduli 
d blind Devotion : And I can pradtife Chrz. 


Wan Moder ation, tho' 'I cou'd never learn the 
f 100848 


INS Ftoical Apathy. ' | 


'T bighly' value the Sacred Scripture as the 
racls of Divinity, and Rule of Faith : Yer I 

chem'inot 'a- Syſtem of Philoſophy, or 
Pandect of natural ' Science, They are able 


© make us Wile unto Salvation, and 'perfet 


the: Knowledge of God; through Faith ini 
Jeſs, ;but they 'inſtruct us not in Aduns 
Cartoſities, tor acquaint us with® che 
heory of all his Works. That frightfutCau- 
@ of the-Apoſtle [ Beware of vain PhilofophyT 
0 Bug —Arir— pane nor can 1 
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my harmleſs Enquiries into the Secrets of thikys 
Elements. I will not be afraid of prying ul; 
ro the Circumſtances of the Earth, fince 

has told us, it is hang'd upon Nothing ; nor, 
caſting my Eyes up to the Heavens, and ey, 
mining the Motions, Influences and Ope fo 
tions, Of the Sun, Moon and Stars, - fince | tor 
fame Holy Patriarch was poſed with this 
ſtrological Queſtion by God himſelf, 

Thou reſtrain the ſweet Influence of the Pleiades 
or looſe the Bands of Orion? There are mail 
Natural Obſervations in the Bible which mil 
ſerve as Hints or Spurs to more acc#rate Dil 
giſtions : But in no Place that I know hh; 
does it fet a Non Ultra to thoſe Sober Enqilfacy 
rers, who by making a Modeſt and Judicio« 

_ Search into the Works of the Creation, are 
Fable of ing a more exa&t and conk 
Twate Praiſe to the Eternal Archite# Indedliay; 
moſt (& not all ) the Manual Trades in tis; 
World, are but the ſeveral Species of Pra p;, 
cal Philoſophy : While the Mechanick x L 


in Execution the _—_ of the Student, a 


what the One dictates from the School! of -MC; 
rure, the other Experiments in the Shop thi 
Art. © Neither would Men know how to ke ,;+ 
themſelves in Action or maintain CommenJn 
were it not for the Sake of Philoſophy. 
this are owing all the Advances and Progrefi 
ous Men bave made in thaff 
ti0ns. ' 
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the Ticle of Yirewoſo, and to be number'd a- 
mong the Philoſophers 
”- Among all the Sciences, there is none to 
hich ( had I leifure ) I could be more de- 
Wyoted than to Aſtronomy, and for this Rea- 
fonI cou'd raiſe a Pyramid .to the Tnven- 
tars of the Teleſcope, Thac "Happy Midwife 
h new Diſcoveries in the Heavens; and 
think my Self no leſs obligd to Him that 
rſt found out the Wotion of the. Earth, 
SBoch have Enfranchisd me from the Slave- 
of Prepoſlefſion, and taught me to wnthink. 
Sentiments of my greener Years. Me- 
thinks I owe no Allegiance to Prolomy, and 
UWam perfectly wean'd from the Magiſterial Di- 
Mates of. the Stavyrite. I cannot fo readi- 
believe rhat the Sun moves above two 
andred and Fifty Thouſand Miles every 
inute of Time, as that the Earth moves 
Eighteen Miles in that (pace. And that the 
SF lanet Saturn moves ten, and the fixed Stars 
"Sa Hundred Times faſter and farther than che 
in the ſame ſpace , which muſt be the 
J Conſequence of the Earth's ſtanding ſtill, and 
my he Suns Motion. It ſeems no good Divi- 
"nity to me, to expet that from Gods 
"Flofnice Power, which is -repugnant to his 
qua Wiſdom and the Laws of Motion 
egwyhich he has Eſtabliſh'd in che Univerſe. 
uy This were to make one of his Actribuces C 
Twitch anocher, and to calumniate his Holi | 
which conlaſts in the Harmony of them all. 
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Thooght of calling in Queſtion the Power th 
made . All things of Nothing, Yet I thinki 
my Duty to be wile as well as Devout, and t 
{peak rightly as well as reverently of his Diving 
Perfections. As his word is the Rule of 

Faith, {0 his Providence is the Pole-Star of 

Reaſon. And in the Scrutiny of his Workg 
do not fo much enquire what he is able to df 
as what he uſes to do. Being aflured t 

as nothing  is-to him Impoſhible, ſo he has ſt 
ted the Being, Actions, Paſſions, Qualities at 


| 4 


; 
cof 
Th 


Circumſtances of all Things, ordering them ho 


exatt Number, Weight and Meaſure: So-t 
4 poſſe Det ad eſſe Rei non valet Conſequentia. 


has fix'd the Laws of Loco-motion 1 Corpore: | 
Subſtances, and ty'd up the Primum Mobite th 


{elf ro-a- certain Proportion of Time and Di 
ſtance, which it can no more exceed, than tl 
{malleſt Wheel of a Watch. | 4 
Such prodigious Whirligigs, as the Heavet 
ly Bodies muſt needs be, in the Prolomaick 
potheſis, makes me giddy to think on'ts--and 
believe they were troubV'd with a Vertige 


-that firſt reed upon the Notion : Or. they 
.bour'd under the Deception of - thoſe at Se 
-who ſailing within Sight of the Shore, and nal 
-being-able to perceive the Motion of the Vek 


{el that *carries them, are apt to phancy 
Neighbouring Clif Fo Towns and Trees we 


It- 


under- Sail, and ſteering a contrary Courl 


ſince they ſo appear ro do. For not-les 


lently do I believe the Earth moves 1conſtar 


” 


round. os ber Axis, thas making the Nayu 
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a8Day and Night, without purting -the who 
Frame of the Univerſe into an unconceivyable 


ne The Planet Fupiter is diſcover d by the Teleſ- 
copero make the {ame Circulation in ro Hours, 
WA: in 23, and the Swn himſelf in 28 Days. 
FTheſe are no Chimzra's or Dreams of Po- 
8s, no Mecaphylical'Speculations of Nat-ſbe/ 
Frains, but Real Truths, d&monſtrable by Art 
Sd Ocular Experience. -And methinks it is a 
more Uniform Idea,” if we ſuppoſe the Earth 
be 4 Planer like the Reſt, and to take its « 
Turn in the Septenary Dance round the Sun, 
ſho is plac'd in the Centre of this Vortex, 
eamind is the tre Apollo, ro whoſe Mulick the 
& ole Planetary Syitem keeps Time. TI fear 
Wor the Laſh of Haurolycrs, nor the Scourge 
dt his bigotted Brethren. If Coperniczs was by 
Wem chought Scurics & Flagello dignws, for in- 
engovating on the Doctrines of Pro/omy; What was 
rtolomy himſelf worthy of, who entrench'd on 
reater Antiquity, and undermin'd the Phi- 
fophy of Ariſtarchus Samins, who taught the 
$/otion of the Earth above four hundred years 
age fore Prolomy was an Infant ? For my Part I 
Whinkir no Treaſon againſt the Common-wealth ' 
If Learning ro ſay, I prefer Galileo's Tube to 
nero/omy's Spetacles, and the Diſcoveries of our 
eringlith Royal Society, to the blind ConjeQtures 
ethe Peripateticks, andthe wild Speculations 
t-Arhbens. , | 
When was firſt inform'd that cthere'were 
d four new on moving about Fupiter, | 


+) 
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#1nd three about Saturn, 1 was as well pleaſed, 8® 
they who received the earlieſt News of Column 
bui's landing in America, I] am {fo far from 
being of Alexander's Humour, that inſtead « 
weeping, I ſhould heartily rejoyce could I þ 
credibly ſarished, That there are ten Thouſai 
more Worlds, than are already diſcover'd. | 

I am naturally Melancholy, and the weig 
of this /eade= Complexion does fo depreſs n 
Spirits, That all the Race of Mankind 
Earth (ſeems too ſmall to afford Yuriery enout 
for a Relief. This makes me the more willir 
to believe what my Reaſon ſuggeſts to be t 
That the Planets are Inhabited. It is a li 
ly as well as a Rational Notion ; and fince the 
are Dark, Opake Bodies, like the Earth 
tread on, having no other Light but what the 
borrow from the Sn, and ſeem in all ot 
Circumſtances to be adapred for Habitations, 
ſee no Solzciſm in Philoſophy, nor Here 
againſt the Faith ro believe they are really 
babited as is this Globe. That they have $ 
ceſſion of Day and Night, and their Satebirrs 
Moons to give them Light by Night, even 
we, is demonſtrable to the Eye by the help 
the Teleſcope. But there would, in my Op 
on, be little need 'of all this, were there 
rational Inhabitants in thoſe Celeſtial Globes. 
33 2 faſtidious Pride in Man to phancy all 
Glittering Furniture above was only made | 
Ornament, or for Shepherds to gaze on in fi 
Night, or for ſome other Inferior uſes of 

Sons of Adam. And 'tis a narrow- Ct 
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to imagine, that tho* this Globe be plenti- 
, Fhully Inhabited by all forts of Anim, aw 
s Turf of Land, nor s Puddle of Water bet 

of without its Tenants, yer all thoſe ample 


glorious Bodies above ſhould lye empty and 
waeant, tho' ſome of them be far bigger than 
car Earth, and for ooght we know, may be 
of times more commodions for Habitatiog- 
+ ſe Paſſages in © Paul's gn 7 
8 Philippians 2. 11. Epheſ. 1. 9, 10. Colof. 1. 16. 
ſeem to be calculated for ' the Inhabitants of 
: thoſe Heavenly Bodies, And his Emphatical 

words in Epheſ. 3. 9g. ſeem tobe but a Tran- 
ol {cript of the Revelations he receiv'd, and of 
hes the Things he ſaw when he was Rapt into the 

Third Heaven, viz. That there are ſome in 
t# thoſe Heavenly Places, even Principalities 

Powers, to whom the manifold Wiſdom 
of God in Chriſt was made known, and that 


& they were not only Created by Him, «bar 
for Him, and that they and we are al of 


one Family or Deſcemr. Theſe may be ſome 
$ of the ir yon _ which hae 196 þ A Ws 
ſpeaks of in 2 Cor. 12. 4. Words an E- 
nes which could not be utter'd. And for 
ought I know, thoſe Beings which he calls 
Principalities, Powers, Mights, Thrones and 
minions may be no other chan the ſeveral 

i gforious Colonies of the Ceeleſtial Family dwell- 
& ing 11 the Stars, who all believe in the ſame 
& Ecernal Jeſus, even as we do, and through his 
make their A to God the 
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This may bes & farther Fellowſhip « 
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': rhe Myſtery of Ged, hid, from che, Beginning, Thi 
the mnnaceble Riches of Ghrtk which pulſeb 


ts Day tO an 5 Pal !.& pperac wh®- willed 
Sodus; «75+  Q the. Depth of his . Wiſdom 
Q theSuperlative Greatneſs of his Power ! B 
whet 5c Planets... ke Inbabited or no, this 
- amaſflured of, and can produce an Hund 
Authentick Witneſſes, that they are Dark B 
dies,. like the Earth we tread on, .and thi 
they have no Light but what they receive fro 
the Sun, which alſo, they do but partially e 
joy .like-us, by Szcceſive Hemiſpheres, havi 
thein- Day, and Night, meaſur'd out to. ther 
propartionate to the Time they take up i 
moving round their Centers, : | 
When I have tyred my ſelf with following 
theſe viſible Motions of Nature, | retire Ho 
again, [thinking to take Sanctuary in my ſelf, 
and finda Reit in the Contemplatjon: of, my 
own Soul: Bur there I do but commence 4 
new Fatigue, and am hurried about in a perpes 
tal Circle by an inviſible Energy within. me, 
I think, (peak, and act with finite Yarty, 
yet know not how I perform theſe different 
Operations. I know my ſelf ro be an 1ncorpo- 
"real Subſtance, and can eafily feel out my own 
Independency on the, Body. I look on this 
Houſe of Clay carry about. with me, to be ons 
' 1y my Priſon. But how I am confin'd to this 
Priſon, I that am but a- poor Scinrillation. of 
Spark of the Eternal Sun, is a &iadle which, 1 
cannot ſolve. I can [betcer imagine how a. 


" of our Vilthle Sun may. be naited.” 
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& the Higher World. For I believe I was then A 


" Religio Bibliopolz. © "$3 2 
xble Statue, than that.a pxre Thought ſhould © ; 


the faſtned ro a Clod of Earth, from which ir 
*Gannot free ic ſelf but by Death, though it can 
*pervade all the Univerſe belide. What Ce- 


t is it that thuscloſely ryes together two« 
incompatible Eſſences, as Heaven and 
th, Light and Darkne(s, Spirit and Body 2 
This is a Kaot muſt be left for E/:as, to untye, 
md is-indeed one chief. Argument of the Ship- 
wrack of Humane, Reaſon, ſince not only all 
ether Things are obſcure to us, but we are fo 
t0-0ur ſelves, the neareſt Objects, -even our 
own-Domeſtick, Operations are as incomprehen- 
fible tous, as thoſe that are fartheſt off. The 
Things.that touch us, nay the very Faculties by 
which we rouchſee,underſtand,C*c, are as diſtant 
from us as the Ninth Sphere, & weare as much 
flrangers ta our ſelves, as to the Inhabitants of 
T err4-lncoguita. There wou'd be nothing more 
welcom to me than a Viſtozy of my Drgingl, 
for. I do not commune my Age or Family, by 
the ſhort Chronology of the Pariſh-Regifer ; 
nor.do I think my felf much the older by my 
Mother's Additional Record of Nine Months, 
I livd in her Womb. I eſteem her Reckon- 
ing from my Conception, but the Tragick Me- 
mories of my Death, and thoſe which by moſt 
are accounted the Chambers of Life, and Shops 
of Generation, are no better in my Judgment 
than the Receptacles of the Dead, Senmunaries 
of Corruption, the Graves of Souls defun&# tg 


Sorn when the Moraing Stars Savg rogerher, 
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- and eſteem no Man older or younger than my 


$ / was put to our Saviour concerning the Man 


and when al} the Sons of God ſhouted for Joy; 
I rime my Infancy with that of che Univ 


ſelf, no not the Angels themſelves, believing 
that al! Spirirxal Subſtances were Created rog 
ther, im the Deginning I will not with fo 
accuſe Moſes of ſcantineſs in his Hiftory of r 
Creation, becauſe according to the Letter by 
__ to TIE ny optics fs hn | 
1Ngs. ebrew Cabbala, with t IT 
mentaries of their Learned Rabbins, and for 
of the Primitive Fathers of the Chriſtian Church 
do ſufficiently evince, That there are: greater 
Myſteries contained in the Three firſt Chap- 
ters of Geneſis, than the bare Letter, or Vul- | 
gar Tranſlations ſeem to exhibit. There is all 
Sacrament in that Holy Language, which who- 
ſoever parrakes of, can be no ſtranger to the 
Natural and Divine Truths conch'd under it. 
Toſuch an One the Hiſtory of the Terreſtrial 
Adam's Happy State in Paradiſe, and his Ba- 
niſhment from thence, will be an Hierogly- 
phick of che Original Beatitade of the Imma- 
terial World, and the Degeneracy of humane 
Soals, their Deſcent from the Acherial Man- 
and Confinement to Houſes of Clay, as well 
as of the Fall of Angels. I ſeem to my ſelf, 
not without Reaſon to embrace the Doctrine 
of the P:xeriſtence of Souls, fince it was 
among the Credenda of many Antient Sages, a 
peculiar Tradition of che Jews, and the general 
inion of all che Eaſt. That Queſtion which 
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Erhat was born Blind, whether it was for his own 
fins,” or thoſe of his Parents, ſeems clearly to,- © 
amply, That he was in a Condition or Capacity 
of ſmning before his Birth, which how it could 
be wirhour ſuppoſing the Przexiſtence of his 
I, is paſt my Divinity or Philoſophy to 
iddle. The various Conjecures alſo which 
the Jews made of Chriſt, according to the 
'Reporr of his Diſciples, when ſome ſid he 
wa Elias, others that he was one of the Pro- 
"phets, a third ſort, that he was John the Baptiſt 
'riſen from the Dead, are evident Arguments, 
hat the Doctrine of Prxzexiſtence, and a 
Metempſychoſis was eſtabliſh'd as part of the 
Creed of that Nation. Of which alſo that 
paſſage in the Wiſdom of Solomon is no ob- 
{cure hint, where the Author ſays, Or rather * 
' being a good Spirit, I came into a Body pure” and 
wndefiled, Neither am I ſtartled becauſe I find 
47 not Chriſt, or any of his Apoſtles afferting, or 
-F fo much as mentioning any ſuch Doctrine. ;, 
'-S Sr. John's Hyperbole in the laſt verſe of his 8 
- Goſpel, ſatisfies me, that I muſt not expe to 
ey findall that our Saviour did and aid, regiſter'd | 
- — the Evangeliſts: And St. Pas/s frequent 
xhortation to hold faſt the Traditions that 
"= the had imparted to them, whether by Word or 
e Epiſtle, convince me, That it is not unreaſon- Wh 
able co conclude, That he deliver'd many | 
Dodtrines in his Sermons, which he had no 
- occalion to mention in his Letreys co the i 
Churches: Among which this might be ot 
| » It is a ſufficient Wartant co my 
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Belief, That I - no- where. .in-'all +the--Scriphut 7 
#. rures can - find. this Doctrine - reprehended Wer, 
Which, had it been an Errour, . cou'd not haveſſiev 
- eſcaped the. cenſure of, Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
it being the {Univerſal Tenet of all: forrs « 
Jews, except-the Saddaces: When 1 conlide 
alſo that Origen and Ammonius taught it in t 
Schools. of, Alexandria.4 Plotinus himielf lear 
ing it from. the latter ) aud that all: the Pri-We, 
mitive Fathers who were Platoniſts, affertedifi 
it not only -as a Philoſophical, bur alſo as a 
Divine Truth ; I look upon it as-an Effet oft 
Gothick, Barbarity and Ignorance, which after-Wto 
wards overſpread all Chriſtendom, That nei- 
ther this,nor hardly any other Point of Platoniſm 
were countenanced in the Chriſtian Schools, 
but only the Dictates of Ariſtorle and his Ghoſt 
Averroes, In fine, that elegant Flouriſh of 
St. Auguſtine, Infundendo creatur, creando in- 
funditur, 15s no Rule of my Faith in this Point, 
# ſince- it faſtens ſo many irreverend Conſe- 
© quences on God Almighty ; neither can I be- 
”- heve the Soul to be ex Traduce, becauſe it 
carries in; its Frone (0. many Inconſiſtencies in 
Philoſophy, beſides the Indignity that is done 
to the Soul thereby, which amounts to a true 
Scandalum Magnatum, {ince 'tis levell'd at the 
whole Order of immaterial Beings. I muſt 
WW therefore . believe, That I had a Being long 
& before Icame into this Body, and.yet not re- 
- ſolve the Manner of my Exiſtence into a meer 
& Potentiality, or an unactive (lumber in;the Bo Þ} 
Jom of my Cauſes, as if I were then but a Semi 
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Tipu [ca 'in the Blood of my Fathers, or a' 
Her aphyſical Dream of my preſent ſelf, I be- 
reftieve 1 was in a State of greater Activity be=+ 
te was corceiv'd by my Mother than f{ince 
bore me 3 and for ought I know, have 
Ws d all the Boundleſs Tratts of the Univerſe, 
@ Naturaliz'd in the ſeveral Regions of rhe 
ey ad Air, till being tyred with ſo vaſt a Ram- 
, "and willing to try all States of Life, I was 
by che Force of a ſtrong Inclination, and the 
aMirefiſtible Charm of rightly adapted Mat- 
of Fer, a/ured into this Terreſtrial Body, here 
r- Fo do Penance for the Faults of my Superiour 
- JLife, and in this Horizon between the upper 
# Rand the lower World to,make my Choice of 
;, YGood or Evil, Light or Darkneſs, Life or 
+ FDeath. . This unlocks all the «Anigma's of Pro- 
F Fvidence; and reconciles- the harſher Diffcul- 
ties with which the: Immediate Creatjon or 
 FTraduction of Souls-'is | involved. Ir is the 
' Jnobleſt - Inftrument-+of 'Vercue, -the tharpeſt 
Spur: to a Divine. Life, whilſt it doubles the 
Hopes we haveof being Immortal 2 Parre poſt, 
alluring us we were fo 4 Parte ante. And 
that itis not from any. Arbitrary Decree of 
20d,” inconſiſtent with the Reſt of his Di- 
vine PerfeRions, that.we ſhall live- for ever, 
but 'from-.our' own Nature and Effence, be- 
| - . ——_—_ to ſubſliſt an interminable Duration 
of-Ages; 


I believe thoſe Books of the Holy Scripture | 
J which are loſt: could they poſſibly be recover-. 4 
ain; would ſeryeas-2 Lawp to enlighten *** 


— _ 
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us in many Obſcwrities of Religion, Hiſtory, anf©* 
Nature : if the Writings of Faſher,. / 
-the Prophet, &c. could inform us nothing 
the P:zeriſtence of Souls, 'tis very probabi 
the more early Oracles of Enoch would, ſin 
he was but the Seventh Soul that was dren 
w Terreſtrial Matter, and led fo pure and 
corrupt a Life, as wou'd tempt one to beliew $f 
That he was-«waken'd to the Memory: of la 
State, which for ought we knowt® 
might have no ſmall influence on his ſuccee: 


ing Change. 

t have often wonder'd where St. Jude half 
ſo particular an Account of Michael the Arct 
Angels diſpute with the Devil about the Bc 

of Moſes, that he was able to relate the v 


words that pals'd between them. Surely t 
Jews had ſome Books, or at leaſt Tradition 
which were believed to be Orthodox, thoſ 
they were not '{o much as mention'd in the Sa4 
cred Canon ; for we cannot without great In 


piety imagine that the Holy Saint wou'd impoſe 
upon our Beliet any thing that was Forreign 
or Apocryphal. I-am apt to conclude fror 
hence, That there were many Traditional Dt 
Frines entertained among the Hebrews, whic 
are by us eſteemed no better than Fables. 
However, tho' I am chus convinced of the 

Truth of our Przeriſtence, and that this-pre 
ſent Life is but a Shadow or Dream in comp: 

- ſon of what weenjoyd before our Immerſion} 

+ in the Fleth.z yet I wou'd not have this Dreamſjj/ 

_, intexruptedbyany untimelyor barſher ones 


Fo done 
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Deſtiny.” 7 fhox'd think it no inconvenience t0 
/ long! but rather a Bleſſing. That ſo a mul- - 
; ticude of years might ſcum off the Froth and® + 
:biSullage of our Appetites and Paſſions, that fo ©: 
name gradually wean'd from thoſe low Aﬀe- 
{i &pns which broughe us down to the Earth, we 
ay without any Diſquiet or Turbaulency re- 
4. mount tO Our e/£:berial Homes, For I am apt 
Sto think that thoſe >ouls who go out of their 
bodies, with any remaining Reliſh upon them of ' 
if the Body, like Fruit that is either pluck'd off, 
or ſhaken down by violent Winds, {till retain 
an their ſeparation, a raw and eager ſmack of 
IF the Fleſh, with a languiſhing Byats coward it- 
a Whereas he that has carried his full Period, 
ih the Body, parts from ic with Eaſe and Wik 
lingneſs, as Kipe Frait drops from the Tree. 
| And therefore I do not wonder that the mot 
al Scene of Apparitions, Ghoſrs, 8&6. is the 
nn Ya or at leaſt that Place where the 
Body of the Speftrum was buried. And the re- 
{4 moved Earth which covered the Cobler of Si- 
# lefia's #ody is a ſhrewd intimation,. That there | 
are {ome Departed Souls, which if they ſeek 
not a Reunion with their Bodies, yet endea- Þ}# 
vour to hold a kind of Correſpondence with them Þ} 
even in the Grave. And tho' the Impoſhbilicy , iſ 
w_ op <1 = theſe their dear Gor | 
, that final] Divorce, were enough, 
; one wou'd think, to cure their Imporent 'De- 
; fares, yer they burn with a new Lult, and com- | 
\ MIT 2 Spirizual Acgkery in the unlawful Bed , 
of: che . Grave. Thele I look on as the 
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2A 'Effes of a roo early and violent Separatid ſc | 


ſt 
-prolong'd their years to the =tme/t ttandalif 
of Humane- Life, and ſeem'd not ſo. much: 
die, ( for that imports Violence) as: volung&a 
rily to forlake their o!/d Rotten Habitatiof 
ſhake Hands with their Bodies, and ſo reriiasr 
roche Xcherial Palaces, from whence they wil 
{0 long /tragled. 

Yet- notwithſtanding the great Eſteem Wo! 
have of long Life, as a Means rather'to Init 
prove than Impair usz I cannot promiſe nyp 
ſelf ro out-live a Jubilee, tho' 1 have already} 1o« 
ſeen one Revolution of Saturn. Neither dofÞbic 
affet to: make Popes, Emperours, Kings, '« He 
Grand Seigniours, the Land-marks in the ChroÞ$ v 
nology on my ſelf; That were to inſult over t 
-the Royal Aihes of Princes,. beſides the 'Amls 
bition in Ranking my {elf in their Numbergact 
Methioks I grow old even at thoſe Years 
when the World counts me Young, and pofſe(}bo 
the Heritage of David's la(t Ten Tears of Four» Fs 
ſcore, in-the Prime of my Age. is 

Indeed the whole Earth, and all this PlaneP", 
tary World ſeems to droop and decay. Every 
ſyorms of Beings grow weak and .languid; 'and$V< 
eem to draw near their -Diſlolution: , Ye ? 
*tis needleſs ro engage God in the Ac, fince®Þ 
tho' Creation was above:the Force of Nature; WO 
yet Mutation 1s not, and no Annihilation 'can W! 
Joverad pay thac Parernal Eſſence of Eſſences. 
it ſeems. cealie t0 me - to bejore, JU be 
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” FRetigio Bibliopole. &y ©,” 
MWorld-will periſh upon the Ruins of its 'own 
iwciples. And tho' the preciſe Period of its 
ſtruction be not known to the Angels them-" 
yes, yet there are not wanting ſome Philo- 
ical Rules, whereby one might venture to 
Aulate its Duration, and by obſerving the 
wous Attempts, Eruptions and Devaſtati- 
w-made by Fire already, one may conjecture 
pac what Time that moſt a#ive Element 
| be let looſe, to deſtroy this Face of the 
Yorld, and transform this Superannuated Hea- 
Sm and Earth into New Ones, as the Holy 
Wophet has foretold. For as to Annihilation, 
look on it as a Chimera, or Non Eatity, 
hich cannot be ſaid to flow from Him who 
All-being, and the Fountain of Exiſtence. 
were ealjer to conceive that Cold ſhould 
re the immediate Effect of Fire, and Dark- 
F(s the Natural Reſult of the actual Pre- 
race of Light, than to think that Annihi- 
tiom or not Being Can proceed from Him 
ho.is the Original Source of Being, from 
hoſe Divine Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
(s all Things flow by a Neceſſary Emana- }. 
pw, and continue in their ſeveral Perfe&i- 
by” as unalterable a Law as that which 
ve them fo that there can be no Va- 
v] ſuppoled in their Eternal Subſiſtence, 
; Le 
g 


aps or Starts from Something, to No- 
It is far more agreeable to the Prin- 


es of Philoſophy to! conceive, That only 
) Grofs and Corruptible 'Part of the Unt- 
Wi ſhall be ſubject » the Adttion of Fire, 


—— 
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ſach as the Earth we tread on with the othiho 
Planetary Bodiesz but that the pureſt Athear 
ſhall remain for ever untouch'd, urichang\&y 
the Sanctuary of the Bleſs'd, the Habicati 
of the Spirits of Juft men made perfett. I fi 
alſo confirmed in this Belief by {omethi 


more Sacred and Authenrick than natural [ 


loſophy. For when the Royal Pſalmiſt in raw 
Divine Rhapſody calls upon the Heavens Wi 
Heavens, and the Waters which are above ita 
Heavens to praiſe God, he gives this for 
Reaſon, ( viz.) Becauſe he ſpake and t 
were made, he commanded and they welav 
created. He eſtabliſth'd them ro Eternitg 
and for Everlaſting :ges : He fix'd a Decree + 
which he will not diſannul. Then he calls upMay 
the Earth and all Creatures therein to joyn WE 
the ſame 4& of Praiſe, but not for the ſanidpl 
Reaſon 5 not becauſe the Earth ſhall endii@e: 
for ever, but becauſe the Name of God aloitu 
is exalted, and his Honour above Heaven a 
Earrch. Which Diſtinftion ſeems to me 
evident Argument of the wnalterable Stabil&de 
of the Celeſtial and eAtherial World, whadSba! 
ever Mutations and Changes the TerreſtÞpe 
may beſubject to. Ly 
That thoſe immenſe Tracts of quiet and ifync 
paſhble e/&:her ſhall be the Sear of the Blej ba! 
15 very conſiſtent with Philoſophy, and WM 
ways repugnant to Divinity. However, 83 
' the Place be where it pleaſes God, we p# 
aſſured'thar the Entertainment and "Joys: 
tarkuryals all-bamane Comprehenſion, Y 
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| Neligho Biblaopote. 'Þ <£ 
h(ho' we cannot have adeguate Conceptions- of 
fapream Felicity, there are ſome Land-warks 
py which we-may take imperfect Meaſures of 
hat Region of Promiſe. The Dim -Light of 
dacural Reaſon may afford us a Glimple,. or 
Proſpect .of thoſe Superlative Joys, and 
ay Opticks | of, Faith will improve the View. 
We ſhall have.the ſame Nature and- Faculties 
; Were as here, but free- from the leaſt Alloy of 
gailty and Imperfetion. Our Souls ſhall dif- 
rey cheradiant Brighineſs of their Immortal 
dence with ſtronger Vibrations than the Sun, 
6 ha ing no internal Scum of Concupilcence boyl- 
ig out from the Center of a depraved Will 
Sr erroneous Llnderſtanding, to blemiſh and 


pe tain choſe unſported Orbs of Light 3 nor a ter- 
nFene groſs Body to Eclipſe and ſhut up their 


anÞplendors. But being ever Bright and Serene, 
ey (hall ſhine through their Glorified and yy 
loitual Bodies, as the Sun does through the 
her vious Air, or at leaſt as he does on a Bright 
> &loud, which drinks in his Beams to refle& 
ziSbem abroad with a more ſenſible Glory. We 
ball then ſee, not by receiving the. Viſible 
infÞÞpecies into the narrow Glaſs of an Organized 
Eye, we ſhall chen hear without the diſtinct 
| ad curious Contexture of the Ear, The Body 
eſSball then be al Eye, all Ear., All Sexſe in 
| We whole, and every See in every Part. 
, Maa word, it (hall be all over a common Senſo- 
3, and being made of the pureſt Xther, 
; Syicbout the Mixture of any lower ar grofler 


Jemenr, the Sou ſhall by gas «#14: ds 


bh £ of ' 


o rey 4 % Y 
0 - J 


- <0 "po: een to OK = 
"Relipro | Bibliopote. © 

at once perceive all that Variety of Obje4& 
which now cannot without ſeveral diftinf whe 
Organs, and ſucceſſive Actions or Paſſion 
reach or Senſe. From this Superlatjve 
nuity-and Claritude of our Bodies, will a 
that ineffable Delicacy in the Senſation of t 
Soul, which will tranſport it with" Delig 
infinitely cranſcending the Heighth of Mo 
Voluptuouſneſs, nay anc even'thoſe more e 
alted Pleaſures which the Vertuous ſometi 
enjoy here on Earth as Foreraſts of their fut 
Beatitude in Heaven. What here excites bf! 
an Ordinary Emotion of Joy in the Soul, wil 
there produce all Raptures and Ecſtaſies. * 
ſhall be always in Paroxiſms of Love, ſuch an ad 
the tranſcendent Beaxties of that admirab 
Place ! and ſuch the divinely amorous Bent 


the Soul. We ſhall be always langiſhing, 


ever enjoying what we languiſh for : Neitha 
ſuffering the leaſt Pain through the Want of® 
Fruition, nor through any Satiety that ſhall a 
tend it : But through the Yigour of an Immorif 
tal Ativity, we (hall have ever freſhly kindleg® 
Deſires and new Enjoyments, being diſlolv 
n : Circle of Beatitude without Meaſure þ 

na. 

Here on Earth Men generally ſtrive to 
opblize Pleaſure to themſelves, there bein 
few of ſo generous a Temper as to be ſenfib 


touch'd with Delight, that another ſhou'd pat: k 


take with them in that which they eſteem Fe 
licity : This is the peculiar Adva ta 1 of tt x2 
Bleed in Heayen, ceyenin the Heighth 4 


d < 
5-H 


. Religio Bibliopole: © 8 
Afﬀairs of Immortal Love and Empire, 
here they poſſeſs Eterzal Crowns and unfa- 
Ming Beauties, there is no ſuch Thing to- be 
Sound as a Rival or Competitor, bur every 
ws 7oy is enhanc'd by the Enjoyments ,of a-« 
er. Every oze loves all, and all love every 
ww. Neither wou'd their Felicicy be Perfect, 
w'd any Member of that Happy Society be 
ppos'd not to have his full proportion and 
are of Beatitude. So communicative is the 
we and Joy of thoſe Holy Souls, that they 
maſt ceaſe ro love and enjoy themſelves, 
pu'd they ceſiſt from loving and rejoicing in 
be Happineſs of their Fellow-Cztizens. And if 
Þe may take our Meaſures of their Joys from 
pur Common Experiences here on Earth, it 
ill be ao ſmall Augmentation of their Com- 
MWlacency, to find thoſe very Friendſhips which 
Fdey had. contratted here below, tran(lared to the 
Manſions above, when they thall both ſee and 
now thoſe whom they once loved on- Earth, 
gow to be made Denizens with them in Hea- 
tn, with what Ardours will they careſs one ano- 
ver / With what Tranſports of Divine Af- 
Fection will they mutually embrace, and vent 
boſe Innocent Flames, which had fo long lain 
mothering in the Grave! How paſhonately 
Oetorical and Elegant will their Expreſſions 
whea their Seatiments which Death had 
«$79zen up, when he” congeal'd their Blood, 
all now be Thaw'd. again in the warm Airs of 
ſl ! Like Men that have eſcap'd a com- 
pwrack, and Gyim fafe to. the Shore, 
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they will congtatulace each other's Happine 
with Joy and Wonder: Their firſse Addrefuite 
will be 4 Dinlett of Inttrjeftions and fhort Period wn 
the moſt Pathetick Language of Surprize and big 
twrowphe Foy ! And all their after converſe & 
ro Erermity, wili be conch'd in the high 
Straifis and Flowers of Heavenly Oratory, \ | 
Allelujahs intermix'd. new! 

It much ſwerrmeth the thoughts of HeaWhbal 
'xo rhe to remember tliar chere are a multi 
of tniy Friends gone thither 3 ro think: {uchW{anc 
Friend that died at ſuch 4 time, andfuch a « 
at another time (0! what a number of t # \C 
cou'd 1 name ) and that all theſe I ſhall 
gain. © 'Tis true, 1's a queſtion with ſome whe 
we (hal! know each other 1m Heath or tho ? 1 
*tis none With me ; for forely there ſhall 
Knowledge ceaſe which- now- we Have, Wot / 
only that which implyerh oor Timperfectioy 
and What" Imperſe&ion can this ittiply Þ IndÞle 
we {hall'nor know each other after $4 1 
by Scature, Voice, Colour, or outward tha 
nor by Terms of Afﬀtnity and Conſangui 
nor by Youth or Age; nor 1 think by Sex, 
by the Tmage of Chriſt and Spiritual RelangPec 
beyond doubt we «ry know and be know8* 4 
nor is it only my old Friends ( ſuch as Ef 
Ruſſel, Sydney, &c. ) that I ſhall know m L 
ven, but all the Sainrs of all Ages, wh 
Faces in the Fleſh 1 neyer faw. £aithty in Wnc 
laſt ſickneſs being ask'd His Judgrivent-whetlf 
we ſhall know one another in Heaven, ! 
ſer'd- thus, id accidis Auame f- mms | 
- $ * a L s 


FI" 


"" Religio Bibliopole. 


at Evam, &c, i, e, How was it with 4- 


; ? hethad never ſeen Eve, yet he asketh not - 


who ſhe was, 'or whence ſhe came, but faith, 
the is Fleſh of -my Fleſh, and Bone of my Bone. 
And how knew he that ? Why, being indued 
wh che true knowledge of God, he fo pro- 
wunced ; after the ſame fort ſhall we be re- 
Sewed by Chriſt in another Life. And we 
Shall know our Parents, Wives, Children, &s. 
h more perfectly than Adam did then 
know Eve. In Heaven we ſhall not only ſee 
ur Elder Brother Chriſt, but all our Kindred 
id Friends that living here in his fear died in 
Shis favour, for ſince our Saviour tells us that 
he Children of the Reſurrection 
hal be iy equal to, or like Luke zo. 35. 
Sthe Angels who yer in the Vitdons Luke 16. 
of Daniel and St. Foln appear to be 
WKquainted with each other, fince in the Para- 
le of the miſerable Epicure and the h ippy Beg- 
ar the Father of the Faithful is repreſented, as 
aWnowing not only the Perſon and preſent con- 
nric ; but the paſt {tory of Lazarus : Since 
the Inſtructer of the Gentiles confidently ex- 
ts his converted and pious Theſſalonians to be 
bus Crown at that great ddy : Since theſe Argu- 
| ts,” be{ides 'divers others-are afforded us 
the Scripture; we may ſafely conclude rhat 
e thall know each other 'in a place where, 
nce nothing requiſite to happineſs can be 
ating, we may well ſuppoſe that we ſhall 


Wor want (o great a ſatisfaction as that of being . 


wgly happy in or other ſelyes, our Friends, 


a... | F 4 | | Thus 
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Thus far we may venture to ſpeak of th 
lower Degrees of Cceleſtial Beatitude, t 
mutual Love and Entertainment of the- Bly 
ſed.. But whohas ever mounted to the High# 
eſt Scale of Heavenly Bliſs ? Let him cor 
down and tell us the Myſteries wrapt up i 
Clouds, the Secrets hid within the Veil o 
acceſhible Light ! Ler him deſcribe the Wa 
ders of the Beatifick Viſion, and ſay how deals: 
the Rivers of Pleaſureare which run by Goe 
Right Hand for evermore ! For my Part, 
mult confeſs, I'm loſt in that Abyſs of Wo 
ders, and therefore modeſtly withdraw n 
Pen to Subjects more Domeſtick and within c 
Reach, and yet even hereI ſhall but paſs fre 
one Abyſs to'another, ſince every Thing ha 
Depth in it not to be fathomd by ol 
weightieſt Senſe or moſt ſolid Reaſon. 

I have often try'd to dive into the Pzofut 
dities of Death, but (ill I find my Intellect tor 
light a Plummet, and the whole Thread of Life 
though (pun out} in fineſt Speculations wou' 
ſil] prove far too ſhort to reach that endlel 
Bortom. 

- Tis true there have been- men that ha 
tryed even in Death it ſelf to reliſh and tat 
it, and who have bent their utmoſt Facultie 
of Mind to diſcover what this paſſage is 3 buf 
they are none of them come back to tell us the 
News, ' 
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wm——— No one was ever known to wake, 
Who once in Deaths cold Arms a Nap did take, 
Lucret. Lib. 3. 
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&# Caniu Tulins being condemn'd by that Beaſt ' 
| Ealiouls, as he was going to receive the ſtroke 
-of the Executioner, was askt by « Philoſopher 
Well £417, faid be, whereabout is your Soul 
now 2 What is ſhe doing? What are you 
*thinking of 2 I was thinking, replyed Canins 
ito keep my ſelf ready, and the Faculties of 
*my Mind ſettled and- fix'd, to try if in this 
* hortand quick inſtant of Death I could per- 
ceive the motion of the: Soul when ſhe parts 
from the Body, and whether ſhe has any re- 
” ſentment at the Separation, that I may after 
come again to acquaint my Friends with its 
So that I fancy there is a certain way by 
which ſome Men make Trial what - Death 'is, 
but for my own part I coud ne're yet find-it 
out: 
+aL-have ſometimes - thought - what would /F 
give for the leaſe glimpſe of that inviſible World 
which the firſt ſtep I take our of this Body will 
preſent me with, and that there was nothing 
 1n the whole diſcourſe of Death that I durſt not 
ug meet the boldeſt way, and have therefore of- 
9 ten-attempted to look him full in the Face, 
that 1 might learn to die generouſly, but ill 
- when. jt came. to \the pinch aha pang; that * 
, iakss Comards of us all, made one of me, and 
geEv45tored ro ſhrink back with ſhame. $5 
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Yet ſurely the Terrour is not ſo much in 
Death it ſelf, as in the Zragick Pomp that- goes 


before and after it. The tedious Diſcipline: 


of Sickneſs, the formal Vitits of Relations and 
Friends, their melancholy Chat , the fright- 
ful Zarazgue of the Phyfician, and our owt 
diſmal Apprehenſions 'compolſe that. horrid 
Scene - which renders Death uncomfortable 
When the poor Patient that perhaps may .yet 
oathive his Feats of: Death, and ſee Millions 
drop into the Grave before him, yet dies a 
Thouſand Deaths in his Hag-ridden Phancy, 
and makes his Bed his Grave by ſtreagth 0 


© an abusd Imagination. 


*Tis only Fancy gives Death thoſe hideous 
Shapes we think him in, for indeed Death is 
no'more than a ſoft and eafie Nothing, or. ra- 
ther Natwres play-day. I-firmly think it is no 


more to die than ro be born, we felt no pain 


coming into the World ; nor thall we in-the 
att of leaving it, though inthe firſt one would 
believe there were more of Trouble thaniin 


the Jatter,' for: we cry coming into the World, 


butquietly:and calmly leaveit. What is Death 
but 4 ceaſing to. be what we were,: befare we wene, 
we are kindled and put out 5 \roireaſe to' be and wot 
10 begin 10 be 1s the ſame things”  Methinks #t 6s 
bat rb other day 1 came intg'the World, and anc 
1 amicaving'it ; for though I am but in my ehivs 


tieth year, 1d at" preſent in perfet health and 


ferength, yer 1 lok, pon myſelf 45 4 man tht has 


| ane foot in the Grave already, "for David ſays \fe- 
wenty is the Age of man, 1 bave lroed neav i 
$rI + — - J 
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thirty years of that time already. The longeſt of & 
*y defign's now is not above a years extent, I © 
"think of nothing now but encing, take my 
laſt leave of every place I depart from ; alas ! 
there is no fooling with Life when it is once turd 
$# 0rd thirty. Silence was a full anſwer of him 
that being ask'd what he thought of Humane 
Life, ſaid nothing, turn'd him round and va- 
niſht. Oh how Time runs amay! and we are 
dead e're we have time to think our ſelves a- 
live, one doth but Breakfaſt here, another 
Dine, he that liveth longeſt doth but Sup, 
we mult all go to Bed in another World, 
therefore good night ro you bere, and good morrow 
hereafter. | 
Indeed our whole Life is but one often re- 7 
peared Srep to Death, and we are as near it at % 
the firſt Xinne of our ſetting out as at 2 hil- * 
dred years end. For Death either keeps an 
even 'Collareral Pace with ns from our very 
Birth, or at leaſt he marches but oe 'Step be- 
hind ws all the way of our Life; {o that when 
-the 2ppointed Time is come ' for him to exe- 
cute his Commiſſion, he ſoon can reach for: 
his Hand, arreſt us, and ſtop our further Joat- 
ney. AManinthe Vigour and Frime of his yedts, Þ 
Phanctes himſelf in the midſt of a vaſt Plain 3 
he wn ns ies ; nudes all the {| 
weary Steps of Life he has already taken, pex- 
{wades bimfelfthat Death muſt alſo meaſure 
the fame ſpace of years in his Parfuirt, before * 
he can 'o'terake Him ; then turning his Eyes - 


' before; -he fees a boundleſs Trait, at inderets.. 
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+. minate (et of years ; being thus-deluded b 
= the Inchanted Proſpe&, he ruthes on, and bi 

defiance to pale languid death, imagining he 

-. fees him lagging afar off, at the firit entrance 

of all the wide-ſtretch'd Waſte, whereas the 
nimble Skeleton is as far advanc'd as he, onl 

keeps our of fight, and will never be (een till 

the very moment he gives the: fatal ſtrokez 

To whatſoever Light Mans turn hsFace,death 

like his Shadow, whips behind Him till, and 

is at his Back, but ne're will Face him, till 

the lateſt Gaſp. And he chat ' can ſtoutly bear 

his Looks for that one Moment, ſhall never 

ſee him more to all Eternity. *Tis but the 

' Fear of this one Moments Pain, that makes 

our Lives ſo uneaſte all aloiig. And I am 

really aſham'd of this incorrigible Folly of 

 - who ſpend ſo many years in pain- 

ful Diſquiſitions how to protratt the Pain of 

one poor moment, and undergo ten times more 

Labour to eſcape it, than they can poſſibly 

feel in undergoing it. I admire the Reſoluti- 

on of the Indian Wives, who in contempt..of 

'Death, ſcorn to ſurvive their Husband's Fune- 

rs Pile, bur with chaſte Zeal, and an, undaun- 

ted Courage, throw themſelves into the 

Flames, \as if they were then going to the Nup- 

tial Bed.* Certainly they calculate aright, who 

reckon the Day of our Death, the Day of our 

© -.. Nativity, ſince we are then Born to the Poſ- 

& ſeffionof Immortal Life. For this Reaſon I 

-» honour the Memo of Ludovicws Carteſins the 

{ Paduan Lawyer, who in his Laſt Will and 
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Teſtament ordered, that no fad Funeral Rites ®$ 
ſhould be oblerv'd for Him, but that His.” 
Corps (ould be attended with Muſick, and Foy 
tothe Grave, and as if it were the Day of his 
Eſpouſals, he commanded that T welve Suits 
Gay Apparel ſhould be provided iiftead . of 
Mourning tor an equalnumber of Virgins, who 
fhould uther his Body tothe Church. 

It will not, I hope, be 2h unpardonable 
Tranſition, if I ſtarr back, from the melancholy 
Horrours of Death, to the innocent Comforts 
t of Humane Life, and from the Immortal Nup- 
T Fiials of this /ralien, paſs ro the Mortal Emblem, 
© Ythe Rites of Matrimony, the Happineſs of Fe- 
male Society, and our Obligations to Women. 
'Tis an uncourtly Vertue, which admits of no 
Proſelytes but Men devoted to Ccelibacy, and 
he is a Reproach to his Parents, who ſhuns the 
Entertainments of Hymen, the bliſsful Amours 
of the Fair Sex, without which he himſelf had 
not gain'd ſo much as the Poſt of a Cypher, in 
the Numeration of Mankind, though he now 
makes a Figure roo much in Natures Aritk-, 

etick, ſince he wou'd put a ſtop to the Rule 
of Multiplication, He is worſe than Numa Pom- 
pilixs, who appointed but a ſet number of Vir- 
21nS, and thoſe were free to Many: after they 
ad guarded the Sacred Fires, the Term of 
tour years : V Vhereas if his morole Example 
ere follow'd, all V Vomen ſhould turn Veſt als 
againſt their wills, and be conſecrated to a 

iſo Virginity during their Lives, I wonder 
t the unnatural Phancy of ſuch as could wiſh © _ 
L web. : c We. 2 
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aſbem'd of the A#, without which they had 
never been capable of ſuch an extravagant 
"Thought, or like Alphon/ws King of Spai 
would correct the Intticurions of Heaven, and 
ſay, Had they been preſent with God, whe 
he commanded Adam and Eve to encreaſe anf 
multiply, they would have propos'd a berts 
method for Generation. Certainly he tha 
Created us; and has riveted the Love of Wom 
in the very Center of our Natures, never gavell #4 
us thoſe paſſionate Deſires to be our incurablell be 
Torment, but only as Spurs to our Wit and 
Vertrue, that by the Dexterity of the One andffl w! 
the Integrity of the Other, we might Merit W 
and Gain the Darling Objett which thould conf] Pa 
fummate our Earthly Happinels. wh 
I do not patronize the Smoke of thoſe Dung m: 
kill- Paſſions, who only court the Poſlefſhons c 
an Heireſs, and fall in Love with her Money. 
This 1s to make a Market of Women, and profti- 
tmreche Noblet Aﬀection of our Souls to the 
fordid Ends of Avarice. Neither do I com- 
mend the ſofter Aims of thoſe, who are wed by 
ded only ro the Charming Lineaments of a Beal 
tiful Face, a clear Sk.n, ora well (hap'd Body M 
*Tis onlv the Vertue, Diſcretion, and goat M 
Humour of a Woman could ever captivate meljt in 
2nd Iam bled ina Mare who has ber (har w 
both of cheſe and the other exteriour Qraad ſt: 


[2805 | 
- Thate the Cynical Flout of thole who caiſſ-to 
afford Women no better Title chan Nee 1: 
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ref Evils, and the lewd Poetical Licence of Him © 
dI who made this Anagram, Uxor & Orcu —, 
eh j&&m. That Oratour whiſper'd the Dotrine of  * 
0 Devils, who-faid, Were it not for the Com- 4 * 

ay of Women, Angels would come down 
dwell among us. I rather think, were it 
ave for ſuch ill-natur'd Fellows as he, Wo- 
men chemſelves would prove Angels 
'Tisan ungrateful Return, thus to abuſe that 
Gentle S:x, who are the Moulds in which all the 
Race of Adam are caſt : As if they deſerv'd no 
better Treatment at our Hands, than we uſu- 

I ally give to Saffron Bags and Verde Bottles, 
which are thrown into a Corner, when the 
Wine and Spice are taken out of them. The 
Pagan Poet was little better than a Murderer, 


who allow'd but two good Hours to a V Vo» 
Man. 


Tha way © Bardum, mv wir w WavdTw. 
Unam in Thalamo, alteram in Tumnlo, 


For my Part, I ſhould eſteem the VVorld 

ut 2 Deſert, were it not for the Society of 
the Fair Ser ; and the moſt Poliſhed Part of 
Mankind wou'd appear but like Hermits in 
Maſquerade, or a kind of Civilized Satyrs, fo 
imperfect and unaccompliſh'd is our Viriliry; 
withont the Reunion of our /o/f Rib, that Sub- 
ſtantia} and Integral Part of our Selves. Thoſe 

$ who are thns disjoynted from V Vorhen, feem 
/to inherit' Adam's Dreams, out of which no- _ 

- han can'ayake them, bur the Embraces of _.. 
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þ theirown living, Image, the. Fair Tradu& 
& -the:firſt Metamorpholis in the VVorld,, 
”- Bane converted into Fleſh. . They are: always 4 
Slumbers and- Trances, ever, feparated.fre 
themſelves, in 4 wild Purſuit obama b 


fires, but the powerful Magnetiſm of:!f{e 


,- 
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Lofs, norcan any thing fix their: Volatile J . 


Charming. Daughter of ' Eve. Theſe are; 


Centers of all our Defires and V Viſhes;»rhall 


true Pandora that alone.can fatishe our longit 
Appetites, and fill us with Gifes and Bleſſingh 
in them we live before we breathe, and when. w 
have taſted the Yiral Air, "tis but to die a 
amorous Death, that we may live more ple 
{anrly in them again. They are the Guardians o 
our. Infazcy, the Life and Soul of our Touth, th 
Companions of our Kiper Years, and the Chersfht 
Lof our Old Age. ' From the Cradle to,,cheÞ 
Tomb, we are wrapt in a Circle of Obligatios 
tothem for their Love and good Offices Ang 
heis a Monſter in Nature who returns; then 
not the Careſſes of an Innocent Aﬀectign (ff 
Spotleſs Sallies of Vertue and Gratitudeiumn 
3s the Soul of the World, the Vital Prop-9 yr 
Elements, 'tis the-Cement of Humane Socretyy 
the ſtrongeſt Fence of Nature. Earth —_ 
be a Hell withour ic, neither can there be any 
Heaven where this is abſent. . - vein 
\Yetl am no Advocate fo thoſe genexal Lov 
erg, Who not content to let this active. Paſtion; 
run Within the lawful Channel of chalt; Ma bo 
age, ſwell -it up, witch. irregular and 
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; of Reaſon and Morality, find out new .. 


lages and Rivulets, encroaching on other 


ens Poſſeſfions, or at leaſt dilating on che ge- * 


rs) waſte of the weaker __n, who ought to 
be Gardens enclos'd, or holy Ground not 
prophan'd by the Acceſs of every bold 
1,0; 

B73 approve not the Inceſtuous Mixtures of 
Chineſe where the Brother Marries the 
Whhſter, or next a-kin ; nor the Senſual Latirude 
&# the Mahometans, who allow every Man four 
WVives, and as many Concubines as he can 
Waintzin. Burabove all I deteſt the wild and 
ucal Liberty of that Philoſopher, who in his 
Fidea of Humane Happineſs, conceiv'd a pro- 
niſcuous Copulation «d Libir#m to be a necefla- 

Fry Ingredient of our Bliſs. 
'F On the Other {1de, My Regards to that Sex 
Fare not circumſcrib'd within ſuch narrow Li- 
mits, astoexclude any from our Converſation 
T and Friend{hip, thatby any warrantable Title 
{can lay 2 Juſt Claim to it; I wou'd have oor 
ECommerce with Females «« General as is their 
| Number chat deſerve ic, whoſe Knowledge 
$ and Vertue will be a ſufficient ſecyricy from- 
erimindl F amiliarities, and from the Scandals of 
the World. There are among that Sex 8s a- 
"mong Men, Good and Bad, Vertuous arid Vi- 
cions, and -a Prudent Man will ſo level his 
ice, 25-not toſtain his Reputation, of ha- 
[is ity. 'Tis no ſmall Point of Diſ- 
10H; T own, to regulate our Friendſhips with 


hes 4. 


w# |, 
"© 
by % 

Fall: L 


; and aT evady pn the Borders .-- 


9% onhecie ta agree De. Hrs 3 het 


| PE 4". A | 
: Retipro. Brbfropote 
_ and very Rides of a Paſſion; whoſe next Ste 
-a Precipice of Flames not kindled ww 


F ". Altar of Vertue.. However, 'tis not imape 


'bleto conſerve Innocency, ontha) Firpntierarof Wi 
There 45 no Difference of Sex amy oy 
Maſculine Spirit may-inhabit a 
It is difingenuous to rob Vertue ofthe the 
rages it receives from Beauty, -which mak 
-appear like' Diamonds enchac'd in' Gold) 
»EAVes:4t a greater Luſtre. ,. Reafor it ſelf wall 
pear more Eloguent in the, Mouth of a fair M4, 
' 1than;yn that of the' moſt Florid Oratour : A 
there are no Figures in a}l the Syſters of Ri 
torick ſo- moving and-forcible-as the pec 
(Graces of that Sex. Tam. of Opinion that 
can, boaſt of no Endowments of :the 
which Women poſleſs not in as greats a-na 
greater -Eminency. - There have” been -ſal 
a well as Amazons, and no: Age-or Nation) t 
.has-produced- ſome - Females Renowned/f 
their, Wiſdom or Vertue. Which-mbakes mn 


conclude that the Converſation: of W einey] | 


no-teſs uſeful than pleaſant, and that the 
gers,which attend their Friendthips. ang 
: are recompented by vaſt Advantages: 
RD hatever may be. adduced. againſt & 
Friendſbips we contract with Women, 'there: 
;Dot.in all the Magazine of Derration any. Wes 


; pon: of Proof againſt -the mutual Intimacies C 
onr own Sex, the generous Endearments. of. Sou 
- truely Maſculine and ſiren, united by Sym 
- thies and Magnets whoſe Root is tn Heaven,” Ne 4 
Ic Panegyticks ———_s the Vera of el Di 
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vine Engagements, ſince they admit not of-ahty - 
KWilediocrity, but derive: their YValut- only from 
Witelr Exceſs! I have been always] flow and 
acious:in-contracting Amities, lef) I ſhould 
acrbe Riſque: of his Miſtake, who awhile be 
tho Ga he, hid an Angel by the. Hand; held 
þ EDevil bythe Foot-:i:But where I have ance 
Fd my Aﬀection, 1 love withque-Referve 
os Kule>. I never entertain withour fuſpicion 
She 'warm- Profeſſions of Love, which {ume 
Men are apt to make at; firſt ſight. Such 4#ſb- . 
po-m-Freendſhips have ng deep Root, and there- 
Wore moſt commonly wither as ſoon. as? they 
form'd; YetI deny-not; but that:;there 
are ſome ſecret Marks, and Signatures which 
ﬆ.Souls ordain'd for Love and Friendſhip can read 
S.iweach other at a Glance, by which;that No- 
>ble Paſſion is excited,” that - afrerwards dilplays 
Wc ſelf jn-mpre apparent Characters 1;Lhis. 1s 
LT yon Language of Platonick Love, whete- 
Þ10 Wye ({upplies the Office of the [Tongue ; 
1 i ti>tha Rhetorickh of Amorous Spirits W in they 
Sazgkerheir Court -without.a Wade, Fhere 
Fare lome. laſting Friendſhips which owe. their 
4 Birttlyrofuch an Interview, bur ; cheir. Growth 
$ and'Faſtnelsproceeds-trom! other Circym(ſtan- 
Ces, being cheriſh'd by frequent Converſation, 
repeated good Offices, and an inviolate Fide- 
Is which are the only proper and ſubſtantial 
ment* of Love. .*Fis -impoſſible to fix 2 
rae bummer la yp? we Pipes 4 
Tran nclination, becauſe of the inluper- 
able Neceſlities which, divide particular Mau 
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from each: Others -Commnerce or Knowledys da 
of this- Life Men are like the P}aners, [4 ov 
other #& Paſſant : Bur following® Ae F oy 
of the Greater Sphere of Pr >< 
atid mnew- Amours commenc'd. 'Bat'I FA 
have my Friendſhip; reſemble the Fized 
lution never part Company or Iritereſts.” 7 5 
Thaveever look'd oa thoſe Men"to: be þ 
conhried only to their own Families' or KINEY 
dred. Such a narrow Aﬀection deſerves "i hit 
My Love-is communicative. it tnakes aTatte ey 
ref,"and extends ir ſelf to Strangers, WI. 
ptexions; Cuſtoms'and Languages} jt *Yeſiien 
noe that' have the Face of Men, pt hole 
ftamp of Humane Nature. . And 'T have thent 
peculiar in my Temper,"that I find not 84): Kal " 
Eutinies.' Thar whid) colts orhers fo'much Tail... 
bour #nd Toil to perſwade thenfſadlves ro; Wl: 
dictulousObjec, ard Fefteem it nor fo proper... 
lyz Yetcgein my Self, as a Gift of Natute.” 


after they have'bejjuti 'to Love. Jn the. OT; 
now and then caſt frietidly "Ars" 
are ag4in ſeparated, their lnflierces- ffol 
and-Conſtellatiohs, Who in the Eternal 
one ſfep differenc'd from ' Beaſts, whole Love 
t9 be fank'd in the Preditament of © Hamdititgll 

y 
Progr ”—_ 4 pany” g : 1.29 
takes*in Men of different Humonrs and Conan: 
wide-open'd Arms embraces all chat Dear thana 
RelaRtartcy in loving 4nd doing- Good" to 
ro measfamiliar and'eafee, as to Jatigh'at a THF3., 
the Effe& of thy Coriſtiturion. 


Yetl1 catinor pretend tofuth atthnit#) 
Spirit, as" to; be Without! thy " | 
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2m Hatred tq be as neceſſary and allowable 
we, provided-it be exercis'd oft 
jects, /lince as the One faſtens us . 
which procure our Happinels; 
{ntatches ys from what would be 
de of our Miſery. l obſerve, that theſe 
ol *Faculties are inherent in all Creatures, 
Att iT could the Creation ſubſiſt, were' it not 
iſcords as well as the Agreements of 
| oF Bemenss The whole Univerſe ſubſliſts 
wy che Oppoſition of its Parts, and the Epitome 
Fic, our Microcolm is preſerv'd by its 1- 
Fo tne Diviggons.” So that I cannot apprehend 
more immediate Way for the Supreme Ar- 
chitet to overthrow his Works, than by dif- 
ful s that Nepenthe throngh the Elements, 
nic (hould compoſe their Quarrels, for they 
Fora no ſooner ceaſe to hate their Contraries, 
but 4 hey wou'd alſo defiſt from loving them- 
$ 's, aljd 8 OTIS thus loſt the Cement which 
gy togerher in this exquiſite Ordey, 
rily return to their Primitive 
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SU Gut of which they were extracted. 
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ever I will pot from theſe innocent 

Feud; of i nanimate Creatures draw Arguments to 

countenance in my ſelf a Hatred which is Cri- 

al, being aſſured that among thoſe variow 

71 verſions which moleſt the Quiet of@Men, 

here is ardly ane which is not againſt Reaſon 

c Morality. Every Creature bears in its 'Ef- 
nce the $5 tk of. ics Grote IS | 
were grols In calumniate any of thoſe | 
Yorks, on Þ Go Him Fa miſelt bas Yeſtou's £1 
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an niverſal Panegyriek, when he pronouneg 


them all to be Good: 'They are all lovely 4th 
their Order, hn choſe whieh' oi Nee R 
Phancies eſteem the moſt odiowsHhaverQuz $ 
ties which claim our Love afid" Aon 
Thoſe venemous Creatures which we Hh ad 
invecerate Enemies of our Race, deſerve'W 
Carefles inſtead of our Spight, fincethe'S 

vice they afford us,- equals the Hurt we recet I 4 
from them, and the moſt Efficacious Med_tito' 
cines are ſometimes compounded of the fiercafWHha) 
Poyſons, In ſtrict ſpeaking, the Devils then 
{eives are not the Object of my' Hatred, 

- cording to their Eflence, though they are WWe 
by the Malice of their Will. They ſtill reran$Jiv 
their Natural Perfettions, and the Good Joy 
of their Eſſence remains the ſame as it was Y Pi) 
fore their Fall. Their Vigour, Beauty,” a] 
Intelle&ual Accompliſhments, have Tuffen if 
no Detriment from the Depravednel of 
Aﬀecions, but remain untouch'd,' it 
they ſhone among the Hierarchies abodg-1 1 5» 
though God dereſts and puniſhes ther fthe i3 
Crimes, yer he Himſelf loves' aid” & To 
their Eſſence. There is Nothing herefoeed thi 
Heaver, Earth or Hell but Sin that deſe 4 » 
our. Hatred ; with all things elſe we may* 
enamour'd ; and we ought to hate this Mon | 
ſter ſo'much the more, in that by diforderi 

our Natures, it has planted in us thoſe Amman 
pathies and Averfions- which make” uspeevill q's 
ar the Works of God," and hate thoſe if 
Which we —F to love. _ ak 
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od j 'But among all-the- Species of Hatred, I trems> 
ali : that which is exercisd againſt our owrt 
xbecauſe Iifind none ſo violent, none: 6 

ble/as one Mafi againſt another, They 
content with the moſt furious Sallies 

is Fafſhon.during their Lives,. but: to-con+ 
mate'the Heighr of their Malice, they wil- 

y,, involve themſelves in Death. - With 
wes they take Delight'i in their own Ruine, 
WWptovided Thye/tes may be cruih'd in_it- yoo. 
lay-this Paſſion is Immortal, and deſcends into 
ze-very Grave. The - Antipathies of Ereocles 

{ Polenius were tranſlated 'to the other 
World, their Hatred ſurviv'd their Breath, it 
Wlivd in their Aſhes, and wou'd nor ſuffer their 
Wdivided Flames to mix in the ſame Funeral 
W] Pile. Above all I abhor- the 7:alians inflexi- 

> Cruelty, who bequeath their Hatred/as-an 
ritance to their Children, adjuring then 

"= Ecernal Enmity, with Curſes - on ſuch of. 

r Off- ſpring as thall ever make Peace with 

7 ir Foes. 

$:i>Hquarrel not with that Logic, by which we 
I call'a Toad venemous. *Twou'd prove - but @ 
thin Soptiſtry that ſhou'd impoſe - on” us the 
g:Safety of the Experiment 3 and [ doubt our” 
'b Metaphbyſicks wou'd make but a weak' An-! 
aidote/againlt the Force of its Poyſon- - I amv” 
of quibbling my (elf into ſo dangetons? 
an Abſurdicy under the Protection of a 'refin'd' 

J: Theory,” whoſe Practice wou'd convince me' 
gc ofa foolith Madneſs, and that I were neitheri 
\POOC II 9 | "pe Yet I < amor? 


Gy I tare eve ehis Cromre hich i vecong 5; 4 
the Proverb of Humane Hatred : For 2s rug $20 
& it carries with ic, in its Life and Mo Joy of 4 
ner nd Impreſſion of a. 4ficeh ls 
for this reaſon, that we Hove be 
to MIT it ever ſinned , and-coteguteathll 
maintains and performs the ; 
18h of irs Creation, which tho' ic be2inl 
wer Sphere, has this Prerogative beyondMa 
z that it never yet tran{gre(s'd the Ru J: 
vor violated the Laws of its Maker. Nor cant 
'nagine whence our Reflections - upon ſud Ah 
Creatures: ſhould ariſe, but from a miſtake 1ip 
Knowledge of our ſelves, and a perfect Igngll 
rance of the Nature of all things beſide.  *Fh 
Under the Prejudice of Education, and the pr$- d 
vathng Influence of Cuſtom -that we labokb, 
and to which we owe the greateſt and moftue-f 9 
tected Errors of our Life. Have not ſome | 44 
ple liv'd upon that, and deliciouſly x6c ark ah 
abother Man's Poyſon? Did not Advririd þ 
take Poyſon till the ſtrongeſt Confe + 
that Rind would not do his m——_— x 3 
wanted it? *Tis to that we are toaltt 1 
Miſchiefs of Humane Life. For if we ne col YN. 
= forfake the falſe Guide we bave. been us d Þ. 
conſult our own Reaſon there's nothing X 
_ ſeem a1, cbr us, nothing uneake, no- 3 
og traedfal herefore afrer 5 have alinle 7 
upon this SubjeR, © NORIIS: | 


tifie our- Jud d Refi 41 
I thdll EE IIS 
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In ler forch the large 
minion and uacontrog/able Power of Cuſter 
Sous together wich the vaſt 2nd 
es ities and FM ae we lye ha- 

npen that account. Tis 
nt, and Coins Words ad 

4 accordiog to its own pleaſure, fo 
Inje+not at all expreſſive of the Nature of 
» intended ; which have no- furcher fi 


| ndi0h chan what they obtain by re 
od frequency. Wo hace very W. epeared uſe no- 


Rhing in its own Nature is accidental, and inre- 
iſpect oy the Supreme Author all things are Re- 
gular and igned ; but m Reference to us 
Ft purblind Reaſon can reach no deeper than 


Outſide, whole Sight is nor ſharp enough to 

& and Penetrate into the Cauſes of chings, 
niddy things prove fortuitous. When Events 
and unexpected fall our, ſuch as we 


4{ipinge: 

hadcnogthe 1 ak apprebantce {uſpicion of 

| baked, we i ng and — 

* Burzki& Miſery is we Terminate there, and ne- 
wtmiobk 


to the hand that Order'd u. We at- 
trabute that to Forrare which is the Effet of 2 


S While and Skilful Ageve. When our Expeca- 


/ tionsSare baulk'd,. and our Aims fruftrated, we 
* - cry 'twas done by chance and ak that's all. 
Whereas we ought to conſider that God aften- 


. times to make our Wiſdom F 7, 
. and nk ys caution not to. trail: owe 
Form Sy Odeo y: | 
er and ac de | 
i mk 


Exe bis P rowidenee, 


” 96 Religio Bibliopole. | 
- thatthe Succeſs of all their Ulndertakings is at 
his Diſcretion.” That he-is the Sole Goveradl 
ofthe World': That he will -be:{ſought unts 
for his Blefſing,; and that we: mult -waitchis 
Pleaſure-and aſcribe the Glory of all, 'to/Hiny 
But this ought not to Encourage us 41ny:4 $8 
pine and Slothfal Negligence 5 That becauſe 
God does all things according to the Good Pleas 
fure ofhis Will, we have nothing to do, -bat 
expect he ſhou'd bring things about for Advans 
tage and Sarisfation. For tho''Grace loves to 
| magnifie-it ſelf in the Weak, and exerts its Eff" 
4 Cacy in mean and .contemptible SubjeRs, yet 
F. that's no Ground for us to ſtand 1dle, or fit 
whining. and bewailing our Misfortunes, and 
think God ſhou'd bear our burden himſelf. No, 
{-. theſe Remarkable Efforts of the Divine Power 
F- . aretoEncourage our Stedfaſtneſs, and confivm 
us in the belief of jts undoubted Preſence,vhen 
= — and prin are content 
Ir is Impertinent agd Ridiculous to expeR;R: 
lief from others, when we are holy uns 
to procure it our ſelves. We ought to\make Þ© 
aſe of the beſt Means he affords us, and- then 
Reſigning our ſelves up to him attend the Suc- 
ces. If it be according to our Deſires we-muſt 
tefully acknowledge,- and thank him for it: | © 
f contrary, we muſt-in all Humility ſabmie, * 
his Wiſdom infinitely to exceed ours, ; 
and that be knows what is betrer 'for 'us than 
.. weourſelves This is what Divinity teaches us, 
-. and;cou'd we be inſtructed by it, might greats 
- Jy advance our Peace and Tranquillicy in- this 4 
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4: This is a train of Prudence, T know; Man= 
kind can hardly be Skrew'd up to: The Infir- 
mity of Humane Nature is ſuch, rhat-every 
Shoek of nhexpeRted Adverſity makes' it a 
oor” VVe are ready to rurn Recreants; and yiett 
& day" to every puny Evil, that unlook'd for 
$ us. T1s well if we can ſupport our Spirits 
atid brelerve our Courage again(t a fore-ſeen 
Danger ; but to be /upriz'd by a Misfortune is 
tbe Overcome. I am of Opinion the Combat * 
-. wouldnot be Difhculr, nor the Yifory Uncer- 
* tain, were we but better acquainted with our 
# ſelves; and knew our own ſtrength, and how 
- to apply our ſelves tothe Work. Some torment 
themſelves with DiſtraingApprehenſionsafore- 
hand; and dozbly poſſeſs their Miſery in Reality 
ind Fancy. Others immediately fink under the 
Weight as ſoon as they feel it on their Shoul- 
##rs Others fly out into Deſpair, as if the World 
wereatan End, and they were zever to ſees 
go6d'Day again. For my part, as I cannot alto- Þ 
peer boaſt of Inſenſibiliry, under my afflitions- * 
Sent; ſo neither can I complait#of beingroo 
HApprebenſrve of them at diſtance. I can ſee the: 
Cloxdgathering without much Con#ernation;and 
comfort my ſelf with this, that perhaps ſome 
Wind or other may blow it away, or I am not 
Infallibly fare it ſhall break on my Head.I ſhall 
+. haveenough of it whenever it comes.and donot- 4 
* fo mychprovide to avoid it,as conſider of what 7 
Importance it may be whether I eſcape-itor to. 
Perhaps 'tis my Fur, but I am willing t0:49- 7 
ge it. I have no other Means. Tear confidee.. 
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ir without 1 ter concerx. I approach: it with 
8--* orror. | bring ithoms 69.» ſelf,and treap 6 
' T fir 


tas Preſent, when 


(re) E My (elf to: 
0. 4 Wor 6 Jour i 


me, That when it overtakes me f 
tence whe it. Ws dulls the 
iction 3 which EY 4 "M4 
hold es r be able to /ait4in, 
bs F w Examine Reaſon,and lee what Art 11s: 
can furniſh us with for our Detence,again(t 
theſe Violent Afſaults. She would in a great: 
mealure dogur Buſineſs for us, could we cake 
&Fo& ker advice, and were there not pivare Enemies: 
.- within, that compel us to Surrender before we 
| . (xy gur Strength. If our Paſſions were Difarmed 
| | ang Subdued, and brought into Obedience to; 
| r,we might maintain our Ground with Bs" 
| ty, and bid Defiance ro Fortune. 1 
''y _ to be the cody of our Courage. lnthi 
LY C60 ey Fongerore [ew $ (tos 
fl our Buſineſs is ſoot; ;gbat 
Nog: is ture can be thous” 
| and Irregular than our own Paſſions.” 


—_ 


hurried, by the precipicnons Strean ; ca 
hem ered cove upon a bare Appre- * 


rat je or Maxine ? dee the Ac: 


2 faGlaſs, fs wo 


ey ay to fach a Wan = A. 
7 pole and Recover themſelves for 
hott Hon They fall foul upon all withouc 
eton,2) Fay muſt be Diſtarb'd where. 
KF AR | tis impoſſible ahes cn 
Mr ret 6 tyiſver to any thing that is ask'd_ * 
| 7 Stamp, Stare;Burn;Rave,Frer,Roar, 
if the Day of Fadgment was'at hand, and 
4yoing _ to 'Pluto. Wherefateido 
« EE ants > Why are thoſe Tears? 
you ſo Difcoritetited? You haveloſt 
your beſt Friend, A dear Rekation. You ate&'#- 
in you ſhall be Poor, The Whee! is eotye wpor 
You cannot ſee hoy your Pſtate will hold 
oft, and know fave how to Live 'whign that is 
nk Poor Wrerch! $3. plain truth is you have 
Four Reaſon. What is become of your Re- 
FOO, Confidence 2 Is. this. the 
Fall your talk of relying on Providence, 
F.trultt you not Belye your es 
, Ne, No Able ? Is henot Willing z W 
Rarnorodn ? Why ate you not Qujer ? 
rail 25 long as they pleale but-it my 
Ear than a few fine Words,and pe-, 


epreſfions, thar mult convince me. of © 

: feces of rheir Profeſſion, who 
| Providence upon every fender oc 
theſe br ave men, thinkyou ? Grace delights to: Ac- 
| TE on _ bs Soul, Ha 
” Ties it perforni *Archievernencs 

its Wii Rretigeh and above its hopes,but =S 
F.. our Zng2avonrs comport aidhogr Nos 
dence dilidiness a-unworthy of þ 


Xx 


- a 


- wk. - elrgio” LEI be 
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* goes that Souldier deſerve that brags of ſingh 
| ing'whole 4rmies,and turns his Back 15 
| ets {t Chirge ; nay,runs aa prehaps 
Enemy.,i$/40 view thro!.a{lavulh def} pai 
his own;ability co refiſt > Our whole: Life wi 
fare. We bave'many Adverſaries to 'Encoutit@J. 
Some fatt us in the oper Edad Pet. £16 ike 
10! PrePare, and require a fixt an 
zeſolation-to oppoſe them.Some-ſurprize 
eween' the. Hedge and the Ditch,as they re 
Expect we-{hould be perpetually armed ara, 
.on:our Watch, Thele-are Trials ſent onpurpc 
to-evidence our Conſtancy, and 'if we bear-up 
gaſally our Courage ſhall be ſeconded ariel for 


Ged wagh an Almighty aſſiſtance. Y et it isa com- 
non, that none aremore apt 19.4 oY rH xe 


ſach! ſe ons, canrunriimbly in martersHt.rau 


To what purpole then ſhopd werorment.qur le ps 1] 
> And feeing weare uneblgto govern, our ths 
out Aﬀaits,why do we not deliver upourlelves rathe Gm- 
. deft of him wko Governs the VVerld  VVhy;to wo'thace- 
FRG Souls and.Bodies when our vain Inagn be- 
KD, and -y4 pane) Greg rok es and 
t Moderator,who will bring things'a 
ingto he Methods of his own (uperlarive oma 
of Hymane Crafs and Pohcy.: VVe may. lay the.$ om; 
-$Y* Afﬀairs 9s rationally as: we can deviſe, any 6-978 
£ utmoſt power and diligence iruy wp thenuwe ſa 
. Be: «bs & and done our Duty fo of in in area of all, the 
y_ ſt of all muſt final] arbrtrarily depend; 
fam pragma rm = 
am Cuſtom x4mple ugnto more 
rs and. Kalas hn ells beſide. _Lfind w 
hetrr wo towy great t aſe and little re clone, Na = E 
; en {elves very exculable in all the /?i r wentake 
. ws. w thatGuide.. Out very/Di c- 
jalipoorn ealepunt ty thay: pr 


pes OTE” # 
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many things drawn to a compliance, ' even againſt their 
a Biaſs. Habjpcre us to Attions,hawevyer 
bi nd:Diſreliſhing at their firſt ance,and 
<=enboygan po?vm dork Facility. t find the Path 
| Ne oy aire "nr tne 
eg 0n, qunetty ma'wwrorg Road, r our 
oO. z&Trouble of findingour the righs.'Tis Bret 
5 nanly not £0 cXamine what we do, and-to be 
| + UT error account of our Actions, than that it oe 
ofthe Place.To what purpoſe ſerve our rationaland 
| z Faculties; if we ſuſpend their Exerciſe, and-not 


$MHC proper 
4 Cons > Why ſhou'd wedebaſe our own Judgments by 
8 laviſh ſubmiſſion to common uſage, -I then fruſtrate the 
end of my Being, for one of the main bufineſſes I have bere 
25s'toacyuire the knowledge of my ſelf. And 'tis for my own -, 4 
Attions 1 ſhall beimme accountable, and not thoſe _ © 
of other men, -Example, 1 confe(s, may be of Dreae uſe, bur 
then. muſt bemanag'd according to diſcretionIltmay __ 
Eine -tution but never ag:a Rule: It may be admitted 
til,but not entruſted withthe Gevernmen.Itmay _ 
| t Monitor, . nat a very wretched Diffator. Nor 
odmaqualifed and circumſcribed.canit beof any #d- 
to'us, without aprevious knowledge and under- 
Ho of our (elves: 'Tis ow VVife man.only, that knows 
hisowrr th, that-ſhall uſe it with ſucceſs. And as fuch 
an DRE Has- nc Ps RAN further removed 
xooandiatir s-1 u __ imion. 
- ed adertor begin firſt with my ſelfgranſack my own *' 
 <i50w exactly know ts frame and conftitution. I wou'd. 
_—— keſt,and dive into the truth of things, we” 


» 


My own | 
put my Underſtanding upon the Exercile of ts Fu 2 
and gree my] t its full ſwing. Truth ſhall bethe, 
t IF uber my Diſquiſstion, and the End of my Enquiry. 
It we into the behaviour and praftice of men, 
F ancy to have the A[cendant over them. The 


, Timorew and Incorſtant becauſe they nexther know Them- | 
*ſelvuggriv what they wou'd be at. Every unſuſpetted Dan- ' 


cares therg gut of their Wits. They create ann A 
F ws iran fppoſngthem . / 
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| # Dreed'of not ſucceeding ſhakes their Reſolutions. They arg | 


—y 


-. Tl fr | 
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EI pefrioneo ike. as 


any Ave woos ana +. 
> nw Glance. We ought therofore = mien 
od chethomey Hove mall-it.nks fdgher fl We raft wi 
Jrarn, what we 3hink we know, to be taught what 


wo know. The firſt advance towards Wiſdom 5s 20 70n01m6e 
Fat. Our Mimds can never be filled with ſound and whob 


fom Knowledge, till they are firft Diſpoſſeſt of their F 


1 hare eo; hear People cry out,'Why cannor1-Go #4 ar 
Shes > Wiytkcarmor 1. managean Aﬀair like this of thar 
CORTE, bbcuuſe you are a Fool, and donor - know po 
ſelf : Becaviſe you cannor be contemed as you are. Ut 
neſs and. Diſſaasfattion under a Mans £ ? 

proof he: | 
'11n exvber. Nature and Providencwy 
every man his Fuck, and that which is moſt FIT 
He that carnwwyCovern a Challer would mille > ea 
er of Maniof Jar. It wwuld, 1 prof ke 2 
laugh tell he expires, to cume-intoa £ ie L 
: behold a PeckdfCiry prating of Pwlitichs andhSt; fy; 
asf they were all Muatchiavels F " af 
Km. /ays one,rhathns not Wir U to Corti 
» for a\Rzr-curther, {wou'd have dofic Had 
Councilcries another, u'd ne don Tes Tt FER 
doaring"Coxcombs Why don't: ye Reguiets <revA 
VVhy do/you ſuffer your. #Y4ves to wear | 
VVhy &do your Daugbrers mg S_ with 
And | your Pronticts 


3 —_ your I Gonclt 


© pon 1 
ance this is - the (ground of _ all our 


and Prede- puts us upon. Attempts 
_ ka© dat for our-Shoulders. - They are Twin- 
Siffters, and the latter js a Natural Companion 
the former.” We haye eyery one of us within 
our own. proper. $ ' more ., work cut out 
: ow we know welt ho w: to affet: Which one 
lideration, could -it but ducly take place, 

'd be: of force enough to dilequiage us from 
our Shoulders with unneceflary Bux- 


am, condden nothing more betrays the Weak- 
| ſo nd Infrmiy of Humane Nature, than Im- 
74 2 Under our preſent Toba Yebeng and 
whe. pes of pryigg"into the Aﬀairs of 

fFis the Employment of 4 CEE 
wand a Soul wholly unacquainted- with 
| - 20 be imperyouſly hurried with-e Jefire 
air þ* Altpgether heyone our proper -Pro- 
þ Nature 'hagh better propided for 
can for our 1ejves ; and: did we but 
glow her Djtates, we ſhould not be 
 Gampel}4d. $0-0ur ſhiſts. "But the. mil 
Xe $90: muck proce i# -eAdwie 
j: we do- ot poſſeſs. A F avey worel- 

vt cw ' not ſhroud it lelf yaw. 

Mt Cuſtome, wou'd ſoon. 2c - 1 
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foor'd and bun « out $7 Me World; 
PraZtire is become Its Advocate, *an@ 
*! reſiffibly pleads its defence ih a vulgar Fuditatut 
- Shonld we: not think a Neighbour fate on'c fo 
"fide ' of his Head; who would e Sr 
* hour or two together, MELO exact ang af 
curate Deſcription of Sme®Poreign Cour E 
when alt the while he does not_know, t 
to his - own Pariſh Church'? Prepoſteroyy ma 
neſs | to pretend to know eyery thing, "2 
yet. be totally Ignorant 'of our ſelves. - | 
It is enough already, that I have lived fe 
otheri.” Let me at laft' return home, and & 
ſomewhat for my ſelf.” Time flies away, N 
ture decays, and--1 half ſoon ' fin my i 
moR' unfit for the Work, when TI hall tan 
moſt in need of ſtrength to do it.” To 
purpole is it,-we are ſo buſily concern'g. 
- Exorith © Affairs, "things neither con 
- with our" pre/en: Peace, nor conducingt to. 
ſuture 'Happinels ? { of 
When T take a review, and give 'm Td i 
leave (as the would often do, did 1; x } 
pertinently divert her)' to. Recoll#{ Hr OY 
Thoughts; and make 'a ſerious Refſectivn 4 
"the | Employments and Enyoyments X06. 6f'h 
paſt-life.” Good God! how fulf of Van 
and*Inquietude, and- difſatisfaction dd * "they 
pear? As enforces from' me a Si 
this" Fatal Truth; that it-is'T' wh 
"have prevented my 'own happi re Ea 
{ſenſeleſs Extravagance, " and "ſupid” Elgn 
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| ; wy *$ 58 
Sizt might have been more Praceable, and 
Snſequently more pleaſazr, than the preſent 
a lpect of any Circumſtances. now warratit mg 
T0,” expect.” 1 could now almoſt, Hate, and 
* 1 "oy, 8s to my Folly, and Self-Love 
MR Gf Would jultifie my Indignation. © Bar 
EIS mot. the Way, and Prudence, ſuggeſts 
1 6! hae” Courſe, Let me therefore . at leaſt 
":Sreſerye what I enjoy, if | cannot Recover 
hat 1 have loſt. Let the conſileration of 
\Fvhat is. paſt, awaken my diligence for the 
fe wture. We have been Fools, and who has 
ot?” Let Wiſdome "make amends and Can- 
NS:1 the Shams. 1 have learn'd at feaſt, this 
k by the Bargain, to know my Diftemper, . 
which makes the Cure leſs difficult. There 


"Ws ſomewhat ' of Goo4 to be extrafied from. 
i "ry, thing: And Preſcriptions in appear- 


ance” contrary, have Eventually proved them- 
ſelves Friendly to Nature. 
' To do our. own proper buſineſs, and to know 
WP Felt, is the only important Employment 
SER1v8 in. this World. And he thatcan do the 
arrer, will never be at a loſs in the former. He 
will avoiJ] all ſuperfluous Undertakings, He 
| can tell how to Reform the Extravagance of his 
Paſſions, and corre& the Impetuoſity of an hot 
Niture. He will never be obliged to Profecure 
7 tke Concerns of Another, while any thing of 
his own. lies'on his Hands. Every thing he En- 
gages in ſhall be brought to perfeftion ; beravf: 
* attempts no more than he wnderſtands, and is 
ule” to' Accompliſh. ent Confideration wou'F 
+n 18 | 2 : 
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rat” ; 8 Lad ® , 'Y 
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"=. XL our : mts, reſtrain 3 arid bridle our 


"FL  fitey, and limit out Fancies within" their 
EF Bounds. | 
- "Ir has been tny Obſeryation' ever finte 1 
been acquainted in the Wotld;' Fhar moſt Mis 
are Progfs OY arc guilty bf a perperual'F 
paſ, a Clauſum fregit may" be © charg'd's ++ 
us all, We ſee how fooliſh . and itnipe: 
Toever Men otdinarily art, yet wi obterve} ? 
Decorum, and put a conftraint upon their Wor." 
and Aftions, when they ate in the Company &@ 
Perſons reputed Wiſe, and Good: And an 
front pyt upon them before ſuch, will be” mor 
highly Reſefited, than if they were all of thei 
own Stamp and Kank, So ſhou'd we learn t 
be acquainted, and reverence our ſelves, an 
". dare to think and ſpeak nothing in our 'owt 
Preſence, we ſhould be aſhamed of befote 
Solomon or a Cats, Let us then for ones be 
come our own Maſters: Let us contule'ou 
ſelves, and take advice of out Reaſo#:'?Ti 
che alone will inftrut us, not only whar we 
Have to do, but alſo govern us in the! nijmage 
ment of our Adtions, with much lefs-ſallefiudeF 
and much more facility. The Soveraignty is 
her Dxe, our Paſſions are her Slaves, and ſhe 
ought to have the Principal, if not the ys 
currence in all our Attempts. Leave the Bu- 
fines wholly ,to her, and you ſhall find-ſhe will 
render the Evyent'at leaſt excuſable, let it be * 
| what it will. 
4 How vain is it thus to ſbw our ſelyes, and'+ 
-. follow the mwiiade! That Man muſt - 


F>7 - 


TL 
—%, "tl 
: d 


2% ' . 
i wn = | __ —_ _ , , -- wont 
ATE WO OWNS TW 


' Pw ine the Þ ates of others, and vatucs him- 
elf for knowing the particular Concerns'of rhe © 
Nobleſt' Families, of the Nation, when yet he 
Wis! a /Srranger to what paſſes under his own 
of; 0nd-cvn never find leifure ro adjaft his 
wi provire Accounts. For tmy part, I am a- 
rn Samed of my ſelf, That little knowledge I 
erve haye'acquire of my own Temper, if fo mach. 
Vorſ. as'to let me know the neceſſity I have ' of know- 
ny & ing more. It is difficult for us to arrive at a- 
n AF ny tollerable Information of arorbers Humeur, 
mor -and to give a juſt and regular Eſtimate of him ; 
thei we muſt follow him clote, purſue all his Wind- 
mn 4 ings, and Turniags, trace him through all his * 
ang Variations, Forms,and Appearances. Thus we muſt 
ow do with owr ſelves, nor is the Labour quite 
e & -ſo'perplext. Mankind is all Labyrinth, and 
be$ >! Piſemiſe, and never ſhows the fame Face two 
hours-tcogether. 1 know my ſelf better than all 
'the-Mcn in the World know me, and , can be : 
# mare juſt and faithful, according to Truth, in } 
$52 myn Judgment and Cenlvre. ey ſet up a 
obuſelig)and try all Complexions and Tempera-/ + 
ments by That, wildly, unreaſonably, and un- 
certainly, 1 daily fird them miſer-bly opt in 
their ConjeCtures of me, even thoſe who think. 
they beſt know me. "They may frame a ge-? 
neral Air of my Humour, by a frequent Cen- 

, verſation, but are wonderfully miſtaken. in? 
their Application, as to the Ends, Inducements, 
and Motives of moft of my Attions, ; 
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as ſpeak molt to it's advantage 
I know that I carry 4 Ghoſt al always aboyt | 
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